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“Why?” or “Who?” 


By Emmet Russell 


HIS is hard, Lord. Why must this 
Come between me and my bliss? 
Why cannot I understand 
All the working of Thy hand? 
Why, oh, why? My heart is sore, 
Asking “Why?” forevermore. 


Do not ask me “Why?” but “Who?” 
Does the strange things that I do. 

I, the lover of thy soul, 

Over thee dark waters roll. 

I who bore the cross for thee, 

Bid thee die and rise with Me. 


we 
Three Steps in Bible Study 


Many Christians have been greatly 
helped in their own personal Bible 
study by observing three simple rules 
or steps. They may be applied to any 
particular passage of Scripture and re- 
sult not only in an understanding of 
it, but also in spiritual benefit from it. 
The first step is indicated by the question, 
What does it say? This is observation. 
It is necessary to scrutinize the passage 
and know what it actually says before 
we go on to any further study. A clear 
observation of what the passage says 
will guard against heresies arising out 
of reading into a text something that 


is not actually there. Only after we 
have closely observed what is in a 
text can we go on to a correct :inter- 
pretation of it. The second question 
is, What does it mean? This is interpre- 
tation. It is impossible properly to 
interpret a passage until we know ex- 
actly how it reads. That is why the 
order of these two steps is so important. 
On the basis of what the passage really 
says, and in the light of its context,*we 
may proceed to a study of what it 
means. The third step is, What does it 
mean to me? This is application. If 
the application to our own hearts of any 
given passage is to have real power and 
stand up under the tests of life, it must 
be based on a correct interpretation, 
which in turn must come from careful 
observation. Many people err in their 
Bible study by reversing the three steps 
and beginning with the third one, look- 
ing for what the passage means to them 
before they understand what it*says and 
what it means in the light. of its con- 
text. God can apply a text to a par- 
ticular:situation in the life of any indi- 
vidual, but that application does not 
change the basic interpretation. For 
example, John the Baptist said, “He 
must increase, but I must decrease” 
(John 3:30). Following the three steps, 


it is easy to observe that the text de- 
clares that someone must increase, an- 
other person must decrease. The con- 
text shows clearly that it is Christ who 
must take the more prominent place 
and John the Baptist the lower. This 
leads at once to the interpretation. John 
the Baptist knew that he was approach- 
ing the end of his ministry, which had 
been to prepare the way of the Lord, 
and therefore he was to decrease while 
the One for whom he had been prepar- 
ing the way was to increase in His min- 
istry on the earth. Now the application, 
While the text speaks primarily of John 
and his relationship to Christ, I, as a 
Christian, can apply this passage to my 
own heart today. I must, by God's 
grace, cause self to decrease, so that the 
“I” so prominent, for example, in Romans 
7, may become less and less prominent 
and that Christ may increase in my own 
life. This is not the strict and primary 
interpretation of this passage, but 
neither is it a wrong application, be- 
cause it is based on a correct interpre- 
tation which in turn rests on correct 
observation. As we follow these three 
steps in our daily, personal Bible study, 
we see more deeply into the riches of 
the Word and it bears more fruit in our 
own lives. 


What Faith? 


By the Rev. E. R. Raycroft 


18:8 in the King James Version of 

the Bible take our Lord’s question, 
“When the Son of man cometh, shall 
he find faith on the earth?” to refer to 
faith in general—to imply that confidence 
(so necessary in good human relations) 
shall be replaced with suspicion and 
doubt as characterizing the attitude of 
men generally, not only as regards di- 


Sie Christians who read Luke 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Take therefore no thought for 
the morrow: for the morrow shall 
take thought for the things of 
itself. Sufficient unto the day is 
the evil thereof” (Matt. 6:34). 























vine things but even as regards rela- 
tionships among men. 

It is true that God’s Word speaks of 
a time when peace shall be taken from 
the earth, and we know that faith is a 
concomitant of peace. Suspicion breeds 
war. When “there is no peace” there 
cannot be much faith or trust. One of 
the signs of our times. is the increase 
of the spirit of mistrust and suspicion, 
involving the dissipation of confidence 
and faith. In more ways than one the 
world is being prepared for the’ ac- 
ceptance of the Antichrist and all he 
stands for. If his spirit was already 
abroad when John wrote, it has im- 
measurably advanced since, and espe- 
cially in. our times. 


Nevertheless, we shal] miss what our 
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Lord meant to point out, if our under- 
standing of His question in Luke 18:8 
goes no deeper than a consideration of 
faith in general, for this passage in the 
Greek reads, “When the Son of man 
cometh, shall he find THE faith on the 
earth?” 

What is the faith referred to? Isn’t 
it the basic fundamentals of the his- 
toric Christian faith without which one 
cannot rightly be called a Christian, 
the aggregate of which constitutes “the 
faith”? Certainly it is not faith in gen- 
eral. The Scofield Reference Bible gives 
a hint of what this faith is, in its foot- 
note on Luke 18:8, and in its reference 
to certain Scriptures telling of apostasy 
(marginal reference). The Scofield com- 
ment is: “The reference is not to per- 
sonal faith, but belief in the whole body 
of revealed truth.” Here is a hint of 
the character of the faith the Lord Jesus 
was talking about, although the com- 
ment is too brief to be fully explana- 
tory. By “revealed truth” is doubtless 
meant God’s Word, the climax of which 
is the grand revelation of God’s final 
message to man in Christianity. The 
Scofield note also refers to certain 
Scriptures dealing with apostasy, and 
this also re-enforces the hint that what 
the Lord- Jesus referred to was the his- 
toric Christian faith, for what is apos- 
tasy but a departure from orthodoxy? 

Moreover, the great passage on apos- 
tasy in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12, referred 
to in the Scofield note just mentioned, 
contains not the word “apostasy” in the 
King James’ translation, but renders it 
“a falling away,” which only in part 
gives the Greek meaning. Again, it is 
“a falling away,” leaving out the Greek 
article. But this is an important pas- 
Sage, giving in the original text a coun- 
terpart of Luke 18:8’s “faith.” Luke 
says “the faith’ and the Thessalonian 
passage says “the apostasy,” the one 
meaning the sum of orthodox Chris- 
tianity, the* other meaning the denial 
of it in any system that does not rep- 
resent the total of the fundamental 
truths of historic Christianity—whether 
liberalism or so-called neo-orthodoxy. 
First our Lord asks whether He shall 
find the faith on the earth when He 
comes, and in this Pauline passage the 
Holy Spirit says that by the time of 
the Lord Jesus’ second advent the re- 
pudiation of the faith shall characterize 
the age, that in “the day of prepara- 
tion” for the Antichrist’s coming upon 
the world scene “the ecumenical move- 
ment” shall operate with the demand 
politically for “one world.” Both shall 
be achieved after Antichrist makes his 
debut, according to predictive Scrip- 
ture. The “religious leadership” of our 
day is as insistent upon its desire for 
“one world” as any pdlitical leader- 
ship has been, and a “world church,” 
by no means Christian except possibly 
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in name, is a part of the “one world” 
idea. 

There is comfort in a passage in 2 
Timothy 2:19 where we are told that 
“the foundation of God standeth sure” 
and “the Lord knoweth them that are 
his.” Obviously “his own” are shown 
in the context of the passage to be they 
who stand upon “the foundation of 
God,” which is the Word that “endureth 
for ever”—the only solid support for the 
Christian in this shaky world. 

We are living in an age when the 
very meaning of the term “Christian” 
is not understood by the many. Ac- 
cording to common usage under “the 
apostasy” which characterizes this age, 
one may be called a Christian who has 
no better claim to that designation than 
that he is decent. “Christian” is any- 
thing that is kind or sympathetic or 
moral or nice, and of course at least to 
a degree religious. Of course there are 
some outside the “household of faith” 
who know the difference better than 
many who profess to belong. A good 
Jew, for example, is not deluded into 
thinking that because he is decent he is 
therefore a Christian. A follower of 
Mohammed doesn’t balk at distinguish- 
ing himself from Christian discipleship. 
It is strange that other systems of faith 
than the Christian seem able to name 
themselves without thought of reproach 
thereby, thts at least avoiding con- 
fusion; whereas many so-called Chris- 
tian liberals, who are no more rightly 
entitled ‘to the name than a Zoroastrian, 
nevertheless cling to the misnomer with 
never a qualm of conscience. The truth 
is that a Christian is first one who sub- 
scribes to very definite, well-defined, and 
limited beliefs, whose life stems from 
them. In ‘other words, his Christianity 
makes his life; it is not his life that 
makes his Christianity, 


4 
Notes on. Open Letters 
From One Who 


Prays for Missionaries 


Since reading of Mr. Bond and Mr. 
Veldhuis in the July issues of THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times. of 1955, they 
have been on my prayer list, as well 
as your daughter and the other four 
young wives. 

Perhaps mention of them has been 
made in the Times, but if so I have 
missed it. I generally read my be- 
loved paper through. 

I am enclosing a stamped envelope 
and would appreciate it so much if 
you would write just these words, 
“All is well,” if such is the case.—A 
New York reader. 


The headquarters of the Unevange- 
lized Fields Mission at Bala-Cynwyd, 
Pa., on the edge of Philadelphia, in- 
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forms the Trmes that their two mission- 
aries, Messrs. R. Bond and J. M. Veld- 
huis, are safe and well. The “story of 
their courageous pioneering expedition 
to Archbold Lake in Dutch New Guinea 
was told in five articles in the Trmes 
(June 25 to July 23, 1955) and this was 
reprinted as a pamphlet under the title 
“Into the Wilds of Dutch New Guinea”, 
(Unevangelized Fields Mission, 306 Bala 
Ave., Bala-Cynwyd, Pa., 25 cents). Mr. 
Bond is still in Dutch New Guinea, 
and more specific information about him 
could be obtained from the Australian 
headquarters of the Mission at 317 Collins 
St., Melbourne, C. 1, Australia. Mr. Veld- 
huis is now on furlough and deputation 
work in North America, during which 
time his address is Waterford, Ont., 
Canada. 

(“Sacrifice of Praise” is the new, 80-page 
illustrated story of the founding and 
growth of the North American branch 
of the Unevangelized Fields Mission 
during the past 25 years, by the director 
and his wife, the Rev. and Mrs. E. J. 
Pudney. It contains, besides the narra- 
tive, statistics, maps, and pictures of 
leaders and the estate which has be- 
come the headquarters.) 


The five young widows were together 
recently in Quito, Ecuador, at about the 
time of the anniversary of the massacre 
of their husbands, which was January 8. 
Marj Saint is at present in charge of the 
Guest House of Radio Station HCJB in 
Quito; Marilou McCully is head of a 
home nearby for missionaries’ children 
in Quito; Barbara Youderian and Betty 
Elliot are at their jungle stations; and 
Olive Fleming is not expecting to stay 
on in Ecuador at present but will re- 
turn to this country. Hundreds of 
friends have contributed to the Five 
Missionary Martyrs Fund (Box 385, 
Washington, D. C.), established last 
year for the benefit of the five widows 
and their nine children. The Trustees 
are Lieutenant General William K. Har- 
rison, Jr., Dr. V. Raymond Edman, and 
Dr. Clyde W. Taylor. At least twelve 
articles on the Ecuador story have been 
published in THe Sunpay ScuHoort Times 
during the past year. 

The Christian woman who writes from 
New York is to be commended for con- 
tinuing in prayer for Mr. Bond, Mr. 
Veldhuis, and the five widows. Few 
people at home who live in the com- 
parative comfort of the States and Can- 
ada can conceive of the constant temp- 
tations, trials, hardships, perplexities, 
and complications faced by the mission- 
aries on every foreign field, and it is so 
important that they should be upheld 
daily by all believers at the Throne of 
Grace. Though they are far off and 
communications are sometimes delayed 
or cut off, it is a great comfort to re- 
member that God by His Spirit is with 
them as He is with us and that we may 
spread their needs before Him in prayer. 
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TIDWELL BIBLE LI 


I. Wisdom Builds a House 


Thoughts for Christian parents today 





“Through wisdom is an house builded; 
and by understanding it is established: 
and by knowledge shall the chambers 
be filled with all precious and pleasant 
riches” (Prov. 24:3, 4). 


HEN I was eleven and life rested 

W lightly on me, I had an experi- 

ence that, though not involving 
me intimately, made an unforgettable 
impression on my mind. Death took 
the beautiful, dark-eyed mother of two 
of my schoolmates. I remember the 
day so well. Several of us were roller 
skating recklessly on an up-and-down 
stretch of sidewalk, laughing and shout- 
ing in our fun, when someone came 
along and told us that Arthur's and little 
Johnny’s mother had died. We sat right 
down in the long grass and unfastened 
our skates. I wanted to run home to 
my mother to see if she were all right, 
and to tell her how much I loved her, 
but I stayed awhile and talked with 
the others about what had happened, 
and how it would feel to be Arthur and 
Johnny in a lonely house with their 
mother gone. 

I had known old folk and even chil- 
dren who had died, but of my acquaint- 
ance this was the first mother to die 
and leave her children, and my heart 
was filled with awe that such a thing 
should be. 


A Quality Death Cannot Destroy 

In a day or two our class attended 
the funeral together, and when the 
dark-haired boy and his fair-haired lit- 
tle brother came in, I could not look up. 
I knew there must be a hurt in their 
hearts and in their faces, and I did not 
want to see it. I sat trembling at the 
circumstance that had brought this dark 
day for my young friends. The organ 
music was soft and very sweet, and the 
fragrance of the flowers heavy. Two or 
three ministers took part in the service, 
speaking comfort and assurance to the 
bereaved. But of all the words spoken 
and read I remember only these: “Her 
children. arise up, and call her blessed 
. . . A woman that feareth the Lord, 
she shall be praised” (Prov. 31:28, 30). 

How that impressed me! And I 
thought that somehow it would comfort 
the boys and make their mother seem 
near to them. She had the quality 
death could not destroy. She feared 
the Lord, and that was something they 
could keep even though she was gone. 

I was happy and relieved when the 
boys returned to school, and, though I 
was wise enough to know they were 
hiding their loneliness, it was wonderful 


Mrs. Jansson was born in India to 
missionary parents who worked 
there under the United Presbyterian 
Church for nearly thirty-five years. 
She and her husband, Eric O. Jans- 
son, have three children: a daughter 
and two sons all in their teens. 
They are members of a Christian 
and Missionary Alliance church 
where Mrs. Jansson teaches a young 
couples’ class. She has taught Sun- 
day school classes in other age 
groups, and one year was assistant 
Sunday school superintendent while 
teaching public school in Massa- 
chusetts. She is a colfege graduate 
and received her M.A. degree from 
the University of Pennsylvania, 
where she majored in English and 
did graduate work.in Education and 
History. 

This is the first of three articles 
in which Mrs. Jansson sets forth 
many principles and practices that 
she has found valuable in the build- 
ing of a thoroughly Christian home. 





to me to see that they could study and 
play as they had always done. Some- 
how I knew they understood what had 
happened and that they really had faith 
to believe it was right and good, though 
very hard. Often afterward when I 
looked at Arthur the words would come 
to me, “Her children arise up, and call 
her blessed .. .” . 

How good in the life of a child—and 
in the memory of a grown-up—is the 
parent with faith and godly fear! Such 
a child is light of heart and his days 
are secure. His home has love, and 
consistency, and discipline, and is good 
soil for growing tender plants. Even 
sorrow and trouble are not too much 
for it. 

My own mother seemed perfect to 
me, and I thought I could not possibly 
live without her. Probably it was a good 
thing for me to learn that mothers do 
sometimes die, and even better to real- 
ize that the wondrous quality of their 
goodness abides—if they are mothers 
who really-love and fear the Lord. 

I should tell you that in a year or 
two my friends had a lovely new Chris- 
tian mother, to do for them the things 
that memories could not do, the many 


tasks of love and duty that are routine, 


and, all the extras that lift home above 
the humdrum and fill its chambers 
“with all precious and pleasant riches” 
(Prov. 24:4). 

Mine, too, was a good home, and 


By NANCY NESBITT JANSSON, M.A. 


around my childhood years was the 
pleasant warmth of the rightness of 
things. This must have been because 
we children knew that our parents 
loved God a great deal and were obe- 
dient to Him, and meant that we should 
love and obey Him, too. We all talked 
with God every day. He was a very 
real person to us and His Book was 
read more than any other book. We 
knew that in everything our Heavenly 
Father had the final say. : 

It would have been ‘easy°many times 
for Mother to choose her persona] inter- 
ests or follow her inclination to rest 
or read.by herself, but the Lord’s Day 
afternoons were faithfully set aside by 
her for our spiritual instruction. -.There 
were catechism questions, Scripture 
memory verses, and, what I liked best 
of all, stories of Christian martyrs and 
missionaries. There may have been 
times when I chafed at this set period 
of reading and study—I cannot remem- 
ber—but now I know how much I 
learned then, and how much I owe to 
those times together. 


No Short Cuts in Spiritual Training 

Twice every day we had family wor- 
ship, not a hit-skip arrangement, but 
a regular time of reading and prayer, 
just as certain as our morning and eve- 
ning meals. We often took turns leading 
worship, and sometimes read the Scrip- 
ture around the circle, verse by verse. 
We always knelt for prayer. 

This was training in faith and rever- 
ence, and thére was nothing haphazard 
about it. 

Now I purpose that our children shall 
have the same loving care as they grow. 
I know there are no short cuts or syn- 
thetics for this department of my re- 
sponsibility, no modern machinery to 
expedite the growth of a soul. I may 
do my laundry in a quarter of the time 
my grandmother spent on hers. I can 


* buy frozen foods and whisk a meal onto 


my table in short order, if necessary. 
Electricity can help me clean the house; 
the car will shorten my marketing trip; 
the radio can keep me up to date on the 
news while I swish my dishes through 
detergent suds. But there is nothing 
to speed up the spiritual training of my 
children, and if anyone comes up with 
devices contrived for this purpose I 
must look on them with a cold eye. For 
the souls of ‘my family are made of 
eternal stuff and I do not propose to 
give them:a modern “one-two-three,” as 
if faith and love and heart yearning 
could be streamlined. 


(To be continued) 
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Little Snowflakes—Great Thoughts 


Some of the analogies to snow found in God's Word 


HE .old red mill was covered with 

snow, and extensive white drifts 
banked the slopes of the foreground. 
A Christmas card for a missionary 
friend in a greener clime! As I pon- 
dered what personal message to add to 
the printed greeting, that snowy scene 
began to bring up precieus thoughts: 
“Come new, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow” 
(Isa, 1:18).. And as far as the Lord is 
concerned, no red will be showing be- 
neath His covering of snowy whiteness! 
Then the prayer: “Wash me, and I shall 
be whiter than snow” (Psa. 51:7). I 
began to write the references on the 
snowy scene before me. 

Other snow messages came to mind. 
Snow is a testimony of God’s power: 

“He sendeth forth his commandment 
upon earth: his word runneth very 
swiftly. He giveth snow like wool: he 
scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes. He 
casteth forth his ice like morsels: who 
can stand before his cold? He sendeth 
out his word, and melteth them: he 
causeth his wind to blow, and the 
waters flow” (Psa. 147:15-18). 

“For he saith to the snow, Be thou on 
the earth; . . . and cold [cometh] out 
of the north. By the breath of God 
frost is given: and the breadth of the 
waters is straitened,. . . that they may 
do whatsoever he commandeth them 
upon the face of the world in the earth. 
He causeth it to come, whether for cor- 
rection, or for his land, tr for mercy” 
(Job 37:6-13). 

“Hast thou entered into the treasures 
of the snow? or hast thou seen the 
treasures of the hail, which I have re- 
served against the time of trouble, 
against the day of battle and war?” 
(Job 38:22, 23.) 

And I thought of Napoleon I and his 
conquering army, defeated in Russia in 
1812—defeated by an army of snowflakes 
and a winter of unusual severity. There 
was plenty of room on the card snow- 
banks for these references, too. : 

Does not sparkling snow stand as a 
symbol of the purity and glory of our 
God and Saviour? and of His ageless 
existence? “I beheld till ... the An- 
cient of days did sit, whose garment 
was white as snow” (Dan. 7:9). “He 
was transfigured before them. And his 
raiment became shining, exceeding 
* white as snow; so as no fuller on earth 
can white them” (Mark 9:2, 3). “One 
like unto the Son of man... . His head 
and his hairs were ... as white as 
snow” (Rev. 1:13, 14). Even His angel 


By RUTH E. DOW 


at the tomb on resurrection morning: 
“His raiment [was] white as snow” 
(Matt. 28:3). 

Another thought: “As the cold of 
snow in the time of harvest, so is a 
faithful messenger to them that send 
him: for he refresheth the soul of his 
masters” (Prov. 25:13). How a weary 
reaper in Palestine must have longed 
for the cooling touch of snow visible 


on Mount Hermon’s summit! An ice- 
cold drink on a sweltering day! “So is 
a faithful messenger”! Lord, grant I 


may be faithful in the work Thou hast 
entrusted to me—the tasks of the home, 
the children’s class, the contact with 
some neglected soul! 

The tasks of the home—that recalls 
the “virtuous woman” of Proverbs: 
“She is not afraid of the snow for her 
household: for all her household are 
clothed with scarlet [double change of 
garments]” (Prov. 31:21, Companion 
Bible). 

And those children, so often scatter- 








History in Three Hops 
By Jonathan Beansifter 


Hop One 
EAD the Good Book in Second Kings, 
: Then Jeremiah, of the things 
That on the people were to come, 

On priest and people every one, 
The woe that sinning always brings. 
Hop Two 

When Christ foretold to sons of men 
The ruin of Jerusalem, 
They would not alk His words believe, 
Nor yet God’s gift to men receive, 
And pagan Rome destroyed them, 


Hop Three 
Now on great nations look around, 
Where blood of men has soaked the 
ground; 
Cries of distress fill all the air; 
There is destruction everywhere; 
Again ripe fruits of sin are found, 


Survey 
With unclean lives and smoky mirth, 
Profanity and vulgar oath, 
And drink and.crime, we're going fast; 
Well might the Devil stand aghast 
As he surveys man’s hell on earth. 


Conclusion 
When men forsake their guiding Word, 
The Word that’s given them from ‘God, 
And from its pages will not learn 
‘’ The truths that should them most 
concern, 
They miss the good, and meet the rod: 


March 2, 1957 


brained, it seems! But He has prom- 
ised; “As the rain cometh down, and 
the snow from heaven, and returneth 
not thither, but watereth the earth, and 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it 
may give seed to the sower, and bread 
to the eater: so shall my word be that 
goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall 
not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it 
shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it” (Isa. 55:10, 11). Thank you, 
Lord! 

All these thoughts I could pass on to 
my missionary friend via the references 
on a snow-white card! But does God 
have still other thoughts for me from 
His Word? Now I-have my concordance 
in hand. Ah, yes, here is warning! “And 
the anger of the Lord was kindled 
against them; . . . and, behold, Miriam 
became leprous, white: as snow” (Num. 
12:9, 10). “And he [Gehazi] went out 
from his presence a leper as white as 
snow” (2 Kings 5:27). Both these were 
servants of the Lord; but critical jeal- 
ousy and deceitful covetousness ban- 
ished them from His presence and serv- 
ice. Sin can camouflage itself under a 
cover of white! Lord, keep my disposi- 
tion! 

Here, too, I find a picture of undepend- 
able friendship: “My brethren have 
dealt deceitfully . . . as the stream of 
brooks they pass away; which are black- 
ish by reason of ice, and wherein the 
snow is hid: what time they wax warm, 
they vanish” (Job 6:15-17). 

“If I wash myself with snow water, 
and make my hands never so clean; 
yet shalt thou plunge me in the ditch” 
(Job 9:30, 31). How unavailing are all 
my own efforts! How gratefully I re- 
turn to the verses with which I began! 

There are other thoughts, too, that 
snow in different phases pictures for 
us in the Bible: the Nazarite conse- 
crated to God (Lam. 4:7); the death of 
the sinner (Job 24:19); honor bestowed 
upon a fool (Prov. 26:1). But I leave 
these and others for you to search out. 

Should you wish to use some snow 
thoughts for a children’s group or young 
people’s meeting, print the references 
on ‘large snowflakes cut from white 
paper. Children love to fold and cut 
elaborate flakes for decorations. Con- 
sult an encyclopedia for interesting sci- 
entific facts about snow. Snow crystals 
always have six or ‘three rays, but no 
two snowflakes have ever been found 
to be exactly alike! Imagine that in 
anything as tiny among multibillions of 
flakes! That being true, what could 
you not believe about God? A mag- 
nifying glass will reveal the elaborate 
designs if good flakes can be collected 
on a black wool surface. You may find 
a book in the library that shows en- 
larged photographs of the delicate and 
varied structure of snowflakes. You 





957 


rom- 
. and 
rneth 
, and 
iat it 
read 
that 
shall 
shall 
nd it 
to I 
you, 


yn to 
snces 


from 
ance 
‘And 
dled 
riam 
yum. 
out 
e as 
were 
jeal- 
ban- 
erv- 
er a 
0si- 


end- 
lave 
n of 
ack- 

the 


ater, 
ean; 
tch” 
- all 


Zan! 
that 

for 
1se- 
1 of 
wed 
ave 
out, 


ung 
ices 
nite 
cut 
on- 
SCi- 
tals 


ind 

in 
: of 
uld 
ag- 
ate 


ind 
n- 
ind 
ou 





Lesson for March 17 


probably know the hymn based on the 
words of Psalm 51:7b: 
Whiter than snow, 
Yes, whiter than snow; 
Now wash me, and I 
Shall be whiter than snow. 
There are also less familiar children’s 
songs on the theme. Base your personal 
prayer for the service on Isaiah 55: 10, 
11, even His words about snow! 
Orono, MAINE. 
w 


Up the Gold Trail of '98 


ROM comfortable séats in specially 
designed observation cars on the 
narrow-gauge railway, which winds 
through spectacular gorges and passes, 





the Alaska travelers will look out on 


the steep, rugged trail over which toiled 
men and horses during the gold rush 
of 1898. This journey from Skagway to 
Lake Bennett and Carcross is one of the 
most spectacular parts of the whole 
tour, as the little train puffs along 
through deep ravines, climbs sharply 
up grades, winds around the big curves, 
and rattles over the high trestles. De- 
scribing this journey some years ago, 
Mary Lee Davis, who lived in Alaska, 
wrote: 

“We are seated in deep wicker arm- 
chairs, on cushions of green plush, 
within an airy, well-electric-lighted and 
plate-glass-enclosed observation car; 
and from our outside seats will only 
glance out and look down from quiet 
perusal of a magazine, and now and 
then recall that where these marvelous 
hundred and eleven miles of railroad 
now zigzag up through the snaggy 
mountains, looping themselves to Alpine 
toe holds and spidery bridges, to snake 
and wind up to the impending summit, 
once thousands of human pack-mules 
struggled up the grade, on aching backs 
and scarified shoulders bearing their 
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burdens over the heart-breaking trail, 
and horses died by thousands in this 
canyon still unforgettably named ‘Dead 
Horse.’ Men said no railroad could be 
built here, by any means whatever. But 
it was built, although surveyors had to 
be dropped down from cliffs on ropes 
to run the preliminary line, and its con- 
struction cost not only many millions 
cash but many lives as well. Men 
worked all summer, day and night, to 
build this railroad. The first train 
brought out $2,000,000 worth of gold.” 1 

The suffering and hardship experi- 
enced in that mountain pass is a thing 
of the past. The members of the Chris- 
tian Fellowship Tour will enjoy the 
views of the mountains, the rushing 
stream far below the track, the expanses 
of granite, the stunted trees and low 
bushes on the heights, pools of water 


here and there, occasional glimpses of , 


northern birds as the train startles 
them, and finally the gray waters of 
long, narrow Lake Bennett in its wild 
surroundings. This has been preceded 
by the voyage on the S.S. Princess Louise 
through the quiet waters of the Inside 
Passage. Northbound and southbound, 
the steamer docks frequently at towns 
and villages, where passengers have 
time to go sight-seeing and shopping. 
Before and after the trip on the steamer, 
points of interest and scenic beauty will 
be visited in the United States and Can- 
ada, 

An illustrated folder, giving the com- 
plete itinerary of the trip, July 3-24, 
with complete costs and information 
about clothing, may be had free ori re- 
quest. The tour is arranged by the 
Northern Pacific Railway in conjunc- 
tion with the Tres. Write to Philip 
E. Howard, Jr., The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 





t“Uncle Sam’s Attic,” by Mary Lee Davis. 
(W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, 1930.) 


Using the Peep Box in Your Department 
- A new idea for visual aid 


EACHERS, have ‘you been looking 

for ways to vary the visual-aid diet 
in your teaching? Try a peep box! It 
is a homemade interest catcher within 
the time and talent range of us all. It 
is practically suited for use in Beginner 
and Primary departments, and also on 
Junior and Intermediate levels. 

A peep bo» is any oblong carton with 
a dime-size peephole in one end. At the 
opposite end, stand-up characters are 
pasted into position before a simple 
background scene. Tissue yaper is 
pasted over the open top of the box 
to admit light, and also to obstruct the 
vision so that the scene can be viewed 
only through the peephole. ; 


By LOUISE SMITH 


In the Primary and Beginner depart- 
ments a teacher used a peep box twice 
or three times each quarter. One morn- 
ing as class began a smal] boy spied 
the peep box. “Oh!” he exclaimed, “a 
peekaboo box. They’re my favorites!” 

The combination of subdued light and 
the long box creates a realistic three-di- 
mensional effect. One little girl viewed, 
in silent awe, a peep box illustrating the 
Nativity. When it was time to pass it 
on, she handed it gently to the boy be- 
side her and whispered, “Be careful or 
you'll wake the baby!” 

Peep boxes make effective variety in 
visual aid because they capitalize on 
the native curiosity of these small-age 
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groups. The simple effect of the peep 
box itself is intensified by the anticipa- 
tion each child generates as he waits 
his turn to peek. This interest can be 
maintained by wise and varied use of 
the peep box. Sometimes, show it be- 
fore the actual telling of the story. 
Again use it as a high point or climax. 
Occasionally, save it unti] the end’ of 
the story to leave a final impression. 
Bring one in a week late as a review 
mechanism. While the box is being 
passed, ask questions of those who have 
seen it. This heightens the interest of 
those waiting their turn, and keeps 
those who have already seen it from 
growing restless. Another variation is 
to place the box at “peek level” and let 
the pupils pass by and peek. The idea 
is never to do things in exactly the 
same way, so the children cannot antici- 
pate what is coming. 

For a long time we have known that 
pupils retain only thirty per cent of 
what they hear, while they are likely 
to remember ninety per cent of what 
they do. We apply this at lower age 
levels and furnish hand work, but all 
too often Juniors and Intermediates are 
not given a chance to participate ac- 
tively except in discussion. Peep boxes 
are valuable in these older classes as a 
learn-by-doing project. 

A -boy proudly showed me the peep 
box he had made'illustrating the feed- 
ing of the five thousand. “I got the 
multitude from a calendar picture of 
the Sermon on the Mount,” he said. 
“This picture of Jesus looking up came 
from a picture of the raising of Lazarus 
in the same calendar. The boy with 
the lunch is from my brother’s Sunday 
school paper. Those people in the back 
used to be listening to Jesus preach by 
the seashore.” 

This boy learned about four or five 
stories while illustrating only one, and 
gained a new appreciation of art be- 
sides. 

How many teachers fall into the rut 
of using flannelgraph week after week 
just because it is furnished by the Sun- 
day school? Good teachers know that 
the value of any visual aid decreases 
with constant use. They work for vari- 
ety. A twelve-year-old came home from 
Junior High complaining, “All we ever 
have in that old science class are film 
strips.” 

An Intermediate girl said, “I read that 
story six times before I could decide 
what people and things I would need to 
make a peep-box story. I really know 
about Elijah on Mt. Carmel now!” This 
is real 'teathing! Teaching is not tell- 
ing. It is imparting retentive knowl- 
edge! 

A good way to teach a whole class 
how to make a peep box is to pre- 
select all the needed characters and 
materials for one peep box. Allow. 
each pupil to mount and cut out one 


(Continued on page 178) 
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LESSON 11. MARCH 17. THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS 
Matthew 21:12 to 22:46; printed text, 21:23-32 
Golden Text.—The people were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one having authority.—Matt. 7:28, 29 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Matt, 21:23 And when he was come into the temple, the 
chief priests and~the elders of the people came unto him 
as he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou 
these things? and who gave thee this authority? 

24 And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will 
ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, I in like wise will 
tell you by what authority I do these things. 

25 The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, 
or of men? And they reasoned with themselves, saying, 
If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did 
ye not then believe him? 

26 But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for 
all hold John as a prophet. ' 

27 And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. 
And he said unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority 
I do these things. 


28 But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and 
he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in 
my vineyard. 

29 He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he 
repented, and went. 

30 And he came to the second, and said likewise. 
he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not. 

31 Whether of them twain did the will of his father? 
They say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily 
I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into 
the kingdom of God before you. 

32 For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, 
and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots 
believed him: and ye, when: ye had seen it, repented not 
afterward, that ye might believe him. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


T MAY be well at this point to re- 
I mind ourselves of the four great 

movements in Matthew’s Gospel: 
(1) Presenting the King in His Prepara- 
tions (1:1 to 4:11), (2) Presenting the 
King in His Procedure (4:12 to 16:20), 
(3) Presenting the King in His Passion 
(16:21 to 27:66), (4) Presenting the 
King in His Power (28:1-20). 
third of these movements, which now 
engages our attention, is in three steps: 
(a) Living in His Passion (16:21 to 20: 
34), (b) Approaching His Passion (21:1 
to 26:2), (c) Enduring His Passion (26: 
3 to 27:66). Our present lesson finds 
us in section (b), Approaching His Pas- 
sion. There is, of course, a sense in 
which our Lord began the approach to 
the cross the moment He was conceived 
in the virgin’s womb. The New Testa- 
ment makes it abundantly clear that 
the great purpose of His coming into 
the world was to die, or as He Himself 
stated it, “to give his life a ransom for 
many” (Matt. 20:28). Nevertheless, 
there was a moment in His earthly life 
when that approach to the cross became 
more definitive. From that moment 
everything focused upon that coming 
event, and the movement became rapid. 
The incident which we call The Tri- 
umphal Entry seems to mark that mo- 
ment. His entering into Jerusalem at 


that time was the signal for an intensi- 
fying of the opposition, which did not 
rest until it had secured His death. 

It is interesting to notice the contro- 
versies in which the opposition engaged 


- cupies us in the present lesson. 


The * 


the Lord Jesus during those days. First 
came the question of authority, when 
the chief priests and elders challenged 
Him to state the authority by which He 
acted. This is the question which oc- 
Second, 
there is the question of politics (22:15- 
22). Here the Pharisees and the Hero- 
dians asked concerning tribute to 
Caesar. The third, a question of doc- 
trine, was propounded by the Sad- 
ducees (vs. 23-33), who inquired con- 
cerning the Resurrection. The fourth is 
a question of Law (vs. 34-40), a favorite 
test question among the lawyers. 

The whole purpose of these questions 
was to trap the Lord Jesus. The spirit 
manifested by His opponents made it 
quite clear that no matter how satis- 
factorily He answered, they were out 
for His blood. This, then, is the atmos- 
phere in which we move in the next 
few lessons. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 21:23—“. . . the chief priests 
and the elders . . . By what authority 
doest thou these things?” No doubt 
“these things” had special reference to 
our Lord’s cleansing of the Temple the 
previous day (vs, 12, 13), when He at- 
tacked practices which were supported 
by the chief priests. His action was a 
challenge to their authority, so they 
reacted with a challenge to His author- 


ity. 
Verse 24.—“, .. Jesus ...I also will 
ask you One thing ... if ye tell me, I 


. will tell you...” This was like 
moving the previous question. Jesus 
wrested the initiative from them, and 
put them on the stand for questioning. 


Verse 25.—“The baptism of John, 


. 


whence was it ... If we shall say, From 
heaven ..,..Why did ye not then be- 
lieve him?” Jesus’ question really trap- 
ped them. As leaders in Israel they 
ought to have formed an estimate of 
John’s ministry. It is evident that they 
had not responded to John’s ministry in 
such a way as to indicate their accept- 
ance of him as a prophet, so they did 
not dare pretend belief in him as sent 
from Heaven. 

Verse 26.—“But if we shall say, Of 
men; we fear the people...” The peo- 
ple feared them, and they feared the 
people! Such a situation is ripe for 
revolution. But the dilemma of the 
chief priests was complete. 

Verse 27.—“We cannot tell. . . Neither 
tell I you .. .” Their answer was in- 
sincere, and Jesus would not tommit 
Himself to insincerity. The authority 
of Jesus should have been evident to 
Spiritually discerning men. 

Verse 28—“. .. two sons... to the 
first . . . Son, go work to day in my 
vineyard.” Compare the other parable 
of the Two Sons (Luke 15:11-32). 

Verse 29.—“I will not . . . repented, 
and went.” The disobedience was im- 
pulsive, but the repentance was real 
and decisive. There was no subtlety or 
scheming about this son. 

Verse 30.—“. . . the second .. . I go, 
sir: and went not.” This son had polish 
and all outward marks of reverence, but 
it was all in appearance and: not in heart. 
His “I go” was evidently insincere, 
which makes it worse than disobedience. 
Christ hated pretense—and stil] does. 

Verse 31—“Whether .. . did the will 
of his father? ... The first .. . the pub- 
licans and the harlots go into the king 
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Lesson for March 17 


dom of God before you.” The Jewish 
leaders were able to pass ethical judg- 
ment, but were blind to its application 
to themselves. Immediately Jesus iden- 
tifies the two sons. The first repre- 
sented the blatant sinners, the second 
the religious leaders of Israel. 

Verse 32—“For John came ... and 
ye believed him not: but the publicans 
and the harlots believed him: and ye 
...+ repented not...” The ministry 
of John the Baptist found out both 
groups. It brought to repentance many 
who had been saying “No” to God, and 
it discovered the hypocrisy of many who 
had been pretending obedience, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


One remarkable feature of the con- 
troversies in which our Lord was en- 
gaged was the manner in which He 
turned the questions of His opponents 
back upon themselves. There is no 
more striking case of this than the one 
before us. 

On that day when Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem upon the foal of an ass amid 
the hosannas of His followers, He at- 
tacked the practice which had grown 
up and was thoroughly established in 
the Temple—that of money-changing 
and the sale of sacrificial animals. His 
attack was not simply in words, but 
in action. He cast the merchants out, 
overturning the tables of the money- 
changers (Matt. 21:12). His action was 
irresistible, but the reaction of the 
powers that be was soon made evident. 
This practice was not only carried out 
with the connivance of the chief priests 
and elders but tradition has it that they 
were actually the sponsors of it and 
received a good share of the gain which 
it brought. The action of Jesus, then, 
was not at all pleasing to them, and 
they challenged His authority. This 
particular action, of course, was bound 
together with His entire ministry, so 
that the question, while doubtless 
prompted by this particular event, cov- 
ered all of our Lord’s teaching and 
work. 

He turned the question back upon 
His questioners. Something else had to 
be decided before He dealt with the 
matter of His authority. These Jewish 
leaders had not yet committed them- 
selves openly to a verdict concerning 
John, the Baptist. Jesus, then, demanded 
that they give a verdict on that score, 
for their conclusion concerning John 
would be a determining factor in their 
attitude to Him. This they were un- 
willing to do because they knew that 
whatever verdict they gave, they would 
by it stand condemned. Their refusal 
to commit themselves rendered them 
incapable of receiving any revelation 
concerning Christ. Therefore He did 
not commit Himself to them. 

But He was not finished with them. 
He followed up His advantage in order 
to reveal to these Jewish leaders their 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. March 10.—Unlimited Forgiveness. 
Matthew 18 to 20 
Next Week’s Lesson 


12. March 24.—Woes to Hypocrites. 
Matthew 23 








position. This He did by means of the 
parable of the two sons, one of whom 
disobeyed his father openly, but then 
repented, while the other pretended to 
obey but did not. 

Having secured their moral judgment 
on the parable itself, Jesus went on to 
show that John’s ministry had brought 
to light these two attitudes in the nation 
Israel. There were the open sinners 
who had been brought to repentance 
by means of John’s preaching, and there 
were the pretenders, the religious lead- 
ers, making a show of obedience by 
their precise attention to religious cere- 
mony, but living in utter disobedience 
to the will of God with respect to right- 
eousness. It was a withering compari- 
son which Jesus made, and one which 
is as revelant today as in the first cen- 
tury. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The priests’ challenge rebuffed (Matt. 
21:23, 24) 

2. The priests’ dilemma clear (vs. 25-27) 

3. The priests’ hypocrisy established 
(vs. 28-32) 


Topics for Development 

The Cleansing of the Temple. John 
puts the cleansing of the Temple at the 
beginning of our Lord’s mingstry (John 
213-16). Matthew, Mark, and Luke 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


N WHAT division and section of Mat- 
thew’s Gospel is this week’s lesson 
found? 

2. Where does this section begin? 

3. What action of Jesus provoked the 
question of the chief priests and elders? 

4. Why did the chief priests challenge 
the authority of Jesus in this particular 
matter? 

5. How did Jesus wrest the initiative 
from His opponents? 

6. How was the question of John the 
Baptist related to the question of Jesus’ 
authority? 

7. What weakness in the relation of 
the leaders to the people did Jesus’ 
question bring to light? 

8. What other parable of Jesus deals 
with a father and two sons? 

9. What was the difference in the dis- 
obedience of the two sons? 

10. How did the ministry of John the 
Baptist affect the leaders of Israel? 


(Answers on page 177) 
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place it practically at the end of His 
ministry (Matt, 21: 12-14; Mark 11: 15-18; 
Luke 19:45-47). Is John right and the 
three synoptists wrong? Or is it the 
other way around? Many seem to take 
it for granted that that is the alterna- 
tive. May they not all be right? There 
is nothing unreasonable about there be- 
ing two such incidents, one at the be- 
ginning, and one at the end of Christ's 
ministry, the first related by John, and 
the other recorded in the three synop- 
tic Gospels. The fact that the condition 
which He sttfenuously attackefi at the 
beginning of His ministry was re-estab- 
lished, thus calling for a _ repetition 
three years later, is all of a piece with 
His rejection by the people, and espe- 
cially py the leaders. 

There is an interesting difference in 
what He said on these two occasions. 
The first time He accused the Jews of 
making His Father’s house a “house of 
merchandise” (John 2:16). On the later 
occasion He spoke still more strongly, 
and said, “. .. ye have made it a den 
of thieves” (Matt. 21:13). There is also 
the difference in the reaction of the 
leaders. On the first occasion their an- 
swer to His action was, “What sign 
shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou 
doest these things?” (John 2:18.) Their 
later reaction was a demand that He 
state the authority by which He did 
those things. (Matt. 21:23). In both 
cases they gave evidence of their re- 
sentment and of their refusal to submit 
to what they knew very well was right. 
They did not need a sign, nor did they 
need a document of authorization to 
recognize ethical truth. It was pre- 
cisely because they refused righteous- 
ness that they refused Christ. 


Practical Applications 

Don’t try to escape moral judgment 
by quibbling about authority. The truth 
carries its own authority. Therefore 
submit to its demands, no matter who 
may be the bearer of the message. 

Refusal of light makes us incapable 
of receiving further light, but obeying 
the lesser light prepares us for the re- 
ception of the greater light. 

Disobedience may be repented of, but 
insincerity destroys even a man’s capac- 
ity for repentance. Beware of hypoc- 
risy. 

There is more hope of the harlot than 
of the religious professor who covers 
his sin with a cloak of piety. 


Golden Text 

Matt. 7:28, 29.—“The people were as- 
tonished at his doctrine: for he taught 
them as One having authority.” The 
scribes put on an air of authority while 
mouthing rabbinical opinions, but Jesus 
carried real authority because He spoke 
pure truth. The Truth speaking the 
truth—that is authority of the highest 
order. 


Extmuurst, ILL, 








172 (8) 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTeD HyMNs 
“Oh, What a Saviour, That He Died for Me!” 
“I Was Sinking Deep in Sin” 
“I Hear Thy Welcome Voice” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, we bow before 
Thee with gratitude for Thy loving pro- 
vision for our good and especially for 
the gift of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 
Help us as we read of Him today that 
we may See His right to rule us and 
gladly yield ourselves to Him. Bless 
and use all who teach Thy Word here 
and elsewhere today. Make it fruitful 
of good in the lives of the hearers. To 
the weary, sad, and disheartened* come 
with help and comfort. To the sick 
grant healing if that be Thy will, and 
inward support whatever be Thy will. 
Reach out through faithful Christians to 
the lost and perishing that they may 
be drawn to Christ. Help us all to be 
useful in serving Him by ministering to 
the needs of souls about. Cleanse us 
from all that is evil and guide us in 
paths of righteousness for Thy name’s 
sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The religious lead- 
ers in Jerusalem were so upset over 
Christ’s driving out the Temple traders 
that they asked Him, “Who are you any- 
way? What right have you to act like 
this?”. He replied by asking them 
whether John the Baptist was from God 
or not. The leaders knew they had sent 
to John once asking if he were Elijah 


YOU 


or the great prophet they expected. 
They must then have thought John was 
sent by God, and John had said he had 
come to introduce a greater one, the 
Lord Jesus. These angry men had only 
to recall what John had said of Jesus 
to know He had the right to act as He 
had. For John had called Jesus. the 
Lamb of God sent to take away men’s 
sin. He had said He would baptize men 
with the Holy Spirit. As the Lamb of 
God, Christ would answer for human sin 
and make men’s pardon possible. As 
the Baptizer with the Holy Spirit He 
would give sinners the new heart and 
lift them into a new life. One sent on 
such a mission certainly had the right 
to do what Christ had done in God’s 
House. 

When people today wonder about 
Jesus and His right to rule their lives, 
they can best prove He has the right 
by putting Him to the test. He has come 
into the lives of millions, forgiving their 
sins and lifting them to a purity, good- 
ness, and usefulness they never knew 
before. ,Someone once said, “Judge 
Jesus Christ by the men He has mas- 
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tered.” We have only to think of the 
great Christians of the centuries and the 
blessing they have been to mankind to 
see that Christ is all He claims to be. 
And we have but to yield ourselves 
trustfully to Him to prove in our own 
experience that this is indeed the Christ, 
the Saviour of the world. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“By what authority doest thou these 
things?” (Matt, 21:23.)—The Lord Jesus 


had “cast out all them that sold and ’ 


bought in the temple, and overthrew 
the tables of the money-changers, and 
the seats of them that sold doves” (v. 
12). And He had healed the blind and 
lame who came into the Temple (v. 14). 
And He was teaching in the Temple 
when He was questioned about His 
authority for doing these things. 

The chief priests and elders knew 
the schools had not given Him His 
authority; for they said, “He has never 
been at any of the schools” (John 7:15, 
Weymouth). They were members of 
the Sanhedrin and knew they had not 
given it to Him. 

The impudence displayed by these 
leaders in questioning the authority of 
the one to whom all authority in 
Heaven and earth has been committed, 
recalls the words of Samuel Butler: 

Authority ihtoxicates, 

And makes mere sots of magistrates; 

The fumes of it invade the brain, . 

And make men giddy, proud, and vain. 

Commenting on our verse, Bishop J. C. 
Ryle says: “It is the old engine by 
which the children of this world have 
often labored to stop the progress of 
revivals and reformations. It is the 
weapon which was often brandished in 
the face of the Reformers, the Puritans, 
and the Methodists of the last century. 
It is the poisoned arrow which is often 
shot at city missionaries and lay agents 
in the present day. Too many care 
nothing for the manifest blessing of 
God on man’s work, so long as he is 
not sent forth by their own sect or 
party. . . . His success is nothing: they 
demand his commission.” 


“The baptism of John, whence was 
it?” (Matt. 21:25.,—Our Lord not only 
answered a question by asking another, 
but in asking it, exposed the quibblers 
to themselves! 

His question was simple enough, and 
they could easily have answered it. 
But, as Mr. Spurgeon said: “Men 
pleasers are obliged to be politicians, 
and see which way the land lies. Our 
Lord put His questioners on the horns 
of a dilemma. If John the Baptist was 
sent from Heaven, why had they rejected 
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him? That John was of men, they dared 
not assert; for their fear of the people 
silenced them. They were in a corner, 
and saw no way of escape, and there- 
fore they pleaded ignorance: ‘We can- 
not tell.’” 

If, on their own admission, they were 
unable to conclude whether John’s 
authority was of God or of men, what- 
ever made them think they could be 
sincere judges of the authority of the 
one whom John heralded as the Lamb 
of God? 

At the conclusion of a service in Salt 
Lake City, a woman asked me, “Do you 
baptize?” “Certainly,” I answered. “On 
what “authority?” she asked. I said, 
“God, and the Word of His grace” (Acts 
20:32). “Oh, but my church has twelve 
apostles, and we deem it necessary to 
have apostolic authority to baptize,” she 
answered. She did not know what to 
answer when told there were other re- 
ligious groups claiming apostolic suc- 
cession—and one of the groups at least 
was far more ancient than the one to 
which she belonged. 

She did not seem to know that it was 
the disciples that did the baptizing 
(John 4:2). Many believers were bap- 
tized in Corinth (Acts 18:8). The Apos- 
tle Paul baptized very few of them (1 
Cor. 1:14-17); and the Spirit of God did 
not deem it necessary to inform us who 
baptized the many. The woman walked 
away in a wondering mood, 


“For he taught them as one having 
authority” (Matt. 7:29).—The Lord often 
stated His authority for what He said. 
In John 8:38 He declared, “I speak that 
which I have seen with my Father.” In 
John 12:49, 50, He said: “For I have not 
spdken of myself; but the Father which 
sent me, he gave me a commandment, 
what I should say, and what I should 
speak. And I know that his command- 
ment is life everlasting: whatsoever I 
speak therefore, even as the Father said 
unto me, so I speak.” 


“. . but afterward he repented, and 
went” (Matt. 21:29).—When the Lord 
asked these leaders their thought of His 
parable about the two sons, there was 
no hesitation on their part in answering 
that it was the son that repented and 
went into the vineyard that did the will 
of his father. He prefigured the out- 
breaking sinners, who at first refused 
John’s message, but afterward repented 
and believed. 

These chief priests and elders were 
represented in the second son, who 
hypocritically said he would go, but never 
bestirred himself to do it. This class is 
harder to reach with the message of 
salvation than depraved siriners who 
are conscious of their sinfulness. 


All the fitness He requireth 
Is to feel your need of Him. 
—Joseph Hart. 


Wawona, CALir., 





1957 


dared 
people 
orner, 
there- 
e can- 


y were 
John’s 
what- 
ild be 
of the 
Lamb 


n Salt 
lo you 
. “ae 
said, 
(Acts 
welve 
iry to 
.” she 
lat to 
er re- 

suc- 
_ least 
ne to 


t was 
tizing 

bap- 
A pos- 
m (1 
d did 
; who 
alked 


aving 
often 
said. 
- that 
Ye 
e not 
vhich 
ment, 
10uld 
1and- 
yer I 
’ said 


and 
Lord 
f His 
was 
ering 
and 
will 
out- 
‘used 
nted 


were 
who 
ever 
ss is 
e of 
who 


Lesson for March 17 


Say; Fellows, — 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, one of the most un- 
profitable things you can do is to 
question the Lord Jesus Christ in an 
effort to discredit Him, or to discount 
His claims. It is all right to question, 
seeking the truth. Saul of Tarsus did 
that on the plains of Syria, saying, “Who 
art thou, Lord?” and he got an answer 
that sent him into a glorious experience. 
But every time Jesus’ enemies, the 
Pharisees and scribes, in their skep- 
ticism questioned Him,, they were 
thrown into confusion and were com- 
pletely baffled. Our lesson today in the 
twenty-first chapter of Matthew fur- 
nishes a striking example of this. They 
had to acknowledge defeat as they said 
to Him, “We cannot tell.” 
Of course you have not the oppor- 
tunity the Pharisees had of talking to 


-Him as He stood before them in the 


flesh. But you can make the same mis- 
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take they made (and quite as disas- 
trously) by questioning the accuracy of 
the record concerning Jesus Christ in 
the Bible, which is the “Word”—the 
“Word” which was with God in the 
beginning and which was and is God 
(John 1:1). “Thy word is true from 
the beginning: and every one of thy 
righteous judgments endureth for ever” 
(Psa. 119:160). Take it from me, fel- 
lows, the very safest and happiest 
course you can pursue is to believe 
God’s Word from cover to cover. Even 
if it were a gamble (which of course it 
is not), I would far rather risk stand- 
ing before Him on Judgment Day and 
saying, “Lord, I simply took You at 
Your Word—there was no contrary 
statement that I could trust.” 

I feel sorry for the critics of the Bible 
—“higher” or “lower,” for they are 
loaded down with a burden of proof 
that will grow heavier and heavier un- 
til they collapse under it. Thomas 
Paine, the infidel who wrote “The Age 
of Reason,” died screaming: “For 
God’s sake, don’t leave me! It’s hell to 
be left alone!” A personal friend of my 
mother’s, who lived in the same village 
with Paine, told her that his tortured, 
dying screams could bé heard a block 
away. Unbelief is awful company for 
a dying man. Darwin, whose theory of 
evolution is a direct contradiction of 
God’s Word, died in great distress. His 
last words are quoted as: “All is dark!” 
One definition given by an evolutionist 
is, “It is the evolving of all life, with- 
out the intervention of God, from one 
primordial cell—somehow.” Every sci- 
entist who endeavors to theorize on life 
contrary to Genesis, the first book of 
the Bible, finally has to land out on that 
uncertain limb “Somehow.” 

Recently some members of the As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence, in connection with the New York 
Academy of Sciences, have advanced the 
theory that life began millions of years 
ago by an explosion of lightning. “The 
dazzling electric bolts,” they say, “could 
have created complex chemicals from 
the gases; and from these new-born 
chemicals came living matter. These 
living molecules were washed into the 
salty seas and became living organisms, 
amino acids, the building blocks that 
make proteins, such as flesh, nerves, and 
hair.” Now they must spend a few 
more million years accounting for the 
bolt of lightning! 

Just how smart and how foolish can 
we get? 

No, fellows, the only authority we can 
trust about Jesus and the life that now 
is and the life hereafter, is the Word of 


God. And how much more assuring 


and satisfactory! 
WEAVERVILLE; N. C. 
we 
Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning each of you may add 

a blue heart to your chart with the 
word ye printed’on it. As we work, we 
will say Matthew 5:3-10 and learn verse 
ll: “Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake.” 

When our Saviour was here on earth, 
He took children in His arms and 
blessed them. He gazed on the multi- 
tudes with compassion and fed them. 
He healed all the sick who came to 
Him. He even prayed for those who 
nailed Him to the cross. No one else 
ever lived such a humble and beautiful 
life. As we think of these things, we 
love and adore Him. But He was not 
only the meek and lowly Jesus, for 
He was the rightful ruler of the uni- 
verse, the one “upholding all things by 
the word of his power.” In John 13:13 
we read that Jesus said, “Ye call me 
Master and Lord: and ye say well; for 
So I am.” 

Many persons claim to admire Christ's 
beautiful teachings but don’t obey them. 
For instance, unsaved people praise the 
Sermon on the Mount, saying it pre- 
sents the highest ideals ever conceived 
by man. In the first place they were 
not conceived by man but commanded 
by God. In the second place Jesus did 
not offer His teachings as beautiful 
ideals but as commands to be obeyed. 

Read Matthew 7:28, 29. Although we 
rejoice in the infinite kindness of our 
Saviour, we must not forget that His 
commands are the commands of God. 

To get the setting for today’s lesson, 
let us read Matthew 21:12-17. Here 
Jesus drove out of the Temple everyone 
who was there to make money. Some 
were even cheating the people. We know 
this because He said that they were 
making the Temple “a den of thieves.” 
If any other person, with the possible 
exception of an officer of the law, had 
come into the Temple and started cast- 
ing out these men and overthrowing 
their tables and money, they would 
have cast him out, or at least had him 
arrested as soon as possible. But these 
men felt the Lord Jesus’ divine author- 
ity, and did not dare to make any re- 
sistance. After they were gone, Jesus 
healed all the lame and blind who came 
to him in the Temple, showing that 
He was the same kind Saviour whose 
life we have been studying now for 
eleven Sundays. 

After this, Jesus went to Bethany for 
the night. He came back again the 
next morning and started teaching the 
people. Now read verses 23-27. The 
Jewish leaders rudely interrupted Him 
with the questions, “By what author- 
ity doest thou these things? and who 
gave thee this authority?” 

The Lord could have answered, “I do 
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URGENT CABLE 


from HUNGARY'S 
HEBREW-CHRISTIANS 


Our missionary in Budapest has cabled: 


WE ASK FOR FOOD, CLOTHES AND 
MONEY, THE LATTER MAY BE TRANS- 
MITTED ONLY TELEGRAPHICALLY. 


To most non-Jews in Hungary, 
Hebrew-Christians are Jews. To the Jews 
they are Christians and apostates. They 
receive little benefit. therefore, from the 
world’s response to Hungary’s need for 
material relief. 

Through our missionary we are able 
to channel help to Hungary’s Hebrew- 
Christians from the only source to which 
they can look—the Christians of Amer- 
ica with a heart burden for the Jews. 
Without that help their plight can only 
become steadily worse. 


Write today to: 
Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
Rev. Robert G. Lee, Ph.D., 
Chairman, Advisory Council 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD 
OF JEWISH MISSIONS, INC 
Box 1256 Atlanta 1,Ga 


Ask for free sample copy of our quarterly magazine, 








THE EVERLASTING NATION (subscription, $1 a year). 






















he Pastor, Park Street, Boston 


“PROTESTANT PREACHING IN 
LENT is one of the most interesting 
and unique books | have ever read. It 
offers some of the most intriguing and 
stimulating thoughts for the Lenten 
season that have ever come to my 


attention.“—BILLY GRAHAM 





2 At your bookstore 


|=. Wm. B. EERDMANS 
| PUBLISHING CO. 
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everything by the highest authority in 
the universe, for I am God manifest in 
the flesh.” Instead, He asked ‘them a 
question concerning the baptism of 
John. How His enemies show their lack 
of conscience in their reasonings to- 
gether! They were not concerned as to 
what answer would be true, but only 
which one would be best suited to their 
own interests. 

Next, Jesus told them the parable of 
the two sons. Let us read it respon- 
Sively. These _ self-righteous Jewish 
leaders must have realized at once that 
they were like the son who said, “I go, 
sir: and went not.” Outwardly they 
were serving God, but their hearts were 
far from Him. On the other hand, pub- 
licans like Zacchaeus, who had not been 
serving God, repented and did His will. 
If the chief priests had repented at the 
preaching of John the Baptist, they 
would have been ready to receive their 
long-promised Messiah. 

Did you girls ever notice that the 
Bible does not say, “Believe in Jesus, 
and thou shalt be saved”? It says, “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved.” Again, “If thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God rath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved.” 

If we have received Christ as Sav- 
iour, then He is also our Lord, and it 
is our duty to obey Him in everything. 

General Robert E. Lee once sent a 
message to General Stonewall Jackson 
saying that he wanted to see him at a 
time convenient to him. Immediately 
Jackson rode to headquarters in the 
teeth of a violent storm. General Lee 
said, “I did not expect you to come in 
such a gale as this.” Jackson replied, 
“General Lee’s slightest wish is a su- 
preme command for me.” If a man 
could say that to a fellow man, how 
can we say less to Him who is our Lord 
as well as our Saviour? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 


325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons fer the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Better Than the Mastery.—The people 
were astonished at his doctrine: for he 
taught them as one having authority 
(Matt. 7:28, 29, Golden Text). This les- 
son reminds us of the story related by 
Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas about a poor 
man who was a helpless slave to drink. 
He tried again and again to free him- 
self of the habit and others tried to help 
him, but he could not get rid of his 
drunkenness, until he trusted Christ. 
When he was converted, there was a 
wonderful, change, and someone said, 
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“So you have got the mastery of the 
Devil at last?” “No,” he said, “but I 
have got the Master of the Devil!”— 
From Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by M. Irene Jury, 
Glendale, Calif. 


The Greater Authority—And when 
he was come into the temple, the chief 
priests and the elders of the people 
came unto him as he was teaching, and 
said, By what authority doest thou these 
things? and who gave thee this author- 
ity? (Matt. 21:23.) It is told that, during 
the persecution of the Covenanters in 
Scotland, a group of soldiers came upon 
a small company of worshipers. The 
leader caught hold of the minister, and, 
shaking him roughly, said, “In the 
name of the king, I order you to stop 
this service!” The brave minister re- 
plied, “And I, sir, on the authority of 
the King of kings, bid you take your 
hands off His servant, and allow us to 
continue our worship.” T6 the amaze- 
ment of the frightened worshipers, the 
soldiers rode off. It wasn’t always this 
way, of course. Many Christians had to 
seal their testimony with their blood, 
nevertheless, let us in these troubled 
times take heart. Our God is still King 
of kings, and Lord of all the earth.— 
From a tract. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


Power to a Broken Stick.—The bap- 
tism of John, whence was it? from 
heaven, or of men? (Matt. 21:25.) Some 
years ago I had a poor family in my 
church, but very constant and loyal. 
They had a brother, a young preacher 
grown up in our church. He was slow 
to learn, and could not get past the 
grammar grades in school. For several 
years he had been away, up in the 
mountains, where he had had one of the 
most wonderful summer seasons of re- 
vival that I had ever heard of, hundreds 
of people being brought to Christ. I 
went to see him, and asked if he would 
preach for me on Sunday. “There 
wouldn’t be anybody there,” he said. 
“Well, I won't advertise it,” I said, “I 
will just slip you in.” Finally he 
agreed. When I got to the church that 
Sunday, I met my senior deacon coming 
out of Sunday school with his hat in 
his hand. “Where are you going?” I 
asked. “Down to the Methodist Church.” 
“Why?” “I understand So-and-So is go- 
ing to preach here this morning.” “Yes, 
he is.” “Well, he used to be in my Sun- 
day school class. He doesn’t know any- 
thing, and you had no right to put him 
up to preach in this church.” “Well, 
go on,” I said, “if that’s the way you 
feel about it.” But after a little he 
slipped in and took a seat in the back. 
I went into the pastor’s room, and that 
boy wes in there. He had heard the 
conversation. He was flat on the floor, 


‘crying like a brokenhearted baby. I lay 


down by the side of him, and while he 
cried, I cried. The choir started the 
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Lesson for March 7 


service, and somebody was sent back 
to find us, and they found us on the 
floor praying for God to give us a great 
victory that day. We went out, and 
when the time came to preach, he took 
the words for his text, “But ye shall 
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you.” Then he said, “I do 
not know how to preach, and am not 
going to try, but just tell you what that 
text did for me last summer up in the 
mountains.” And he told how God had 
taken a broken stick and given power 
to it. At the close of the sermon we 
stepped down and gave an invitation, 
and thirty-seven people came out to 
confess Christ as their Saviour. It was 
the beginning of a new day in that 
church.—Frem Dr, Len G. Broughton, 
in the Evangelical Christian. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


More Important Than Qualifications. 
—Son, go work to day in my vineyard 
(Matt. 21:28). A university graduate, 
earning a comfortable salary preparing 
students in Greek and Latin for their 
entrance to. university, heard God's 
call to preach the Gospel. From a Chi- 


. nese village in Malaya she wrote: “Al- 


though I live in a village of wooden 
shacks among tin miners and rubber- 
tappers, many of whom are illiterate, 
God has granted me the joy and priv- 
ilege of preaching the Gospel to those 
who have never heard it before, of see- 
ing people destroy their idols and turn 
to God, and of witnessing the growth 
of a new church on virgin soil. For 
such work there is no training too 
good.” Can we not trust God with our 
qualifications? ... The truth is, we are 
more important to God than are our 
qualifications, and the evidence of genu- 
ine discipleship is the unconditional 
surrender of ourselves to our sovereign 
Lord.—_From George A. Scott, in the 
Millions. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Before It Is Too Late.—He answered 
and said, I go, sir: and went not (Matt. 
21:30). When I asked a church member 
to call on a lonely invalid who had no 
relatives and very few friends, there 
was an eager verbal response, but the 
next time we met, the woman regret- 
fully admitted that the promised visit 
had not been made. She said: “But 
I will go. I'lk make time somehow.” 
Despite this assurance, which was re- 
peated later, she never went, and can- 
not go now. The once lonely sufferer 
is in splendid company Yonder. It was 
midsummer when I mentioned her sad 
case. The end of earthly loneliness 
came with the first winter fhows. The 
woman was full of remorse over her 
unfulfilled promises. When the Master 
ealls us we should go before it is too 
late, so that we will never shed the 
scalding tears of those who have stunted 
their usefulness by a postponed dedica- 
tion—From the Rev. A. J. Hichens, in 
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the Methodist Recorder. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Sent by J. A. 


Forgotten Orders.—Whether of them 
twain did the will of his¥ather? (Matt. 
21:31.) Here is an estate. The master 
tells his servants that he is leaving, but 
that he will return. While he is gone, 
they are to bring the entire estate un- 
der cultivation. They begin working 
around the house. They beautify the 
gardens and flowerbeds. Next year the 
weeds grow and again they go to work, 
keeping the lawns in perfect condition. 
Presently one of them remembers: his 
master’s orders, “I must go,” he ex- 
claims. “Our master told us to bring 
the entire estate under cultivation.” He 
.. . leaves and begins working in a far 
corner of the estate. ... At last their 
master returns. He is pleased as he 
looks at the flowerbeds and gardens and 
the lawns around his house. Before re- 
warding his servants, however, he de- 
cides to explore the rest of the estate. 
As he does so, his heart sinks, for he 
sees nothing but wilderness and marsh. 
... Finally he comes to one man work- 
ing by himself in a distant part of the 
estate, and he rewards him richly... . 
Then he returns to headquarters, where 
his servants are waiting and expecting 
a reward, but he is displeased. “Have 
we not been faithful?” they exclaim. ... 
“There is one thing you have forgotten,” 
he replies; “you have forgotten my or- 
ders. . . . I told you to bring the entire 
estate under cultivation. .. . That you 
did not do. . . . No, there is no reward 
for you.”"—From Dr. Oswald J. Smith, 
in Christian Digest. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. 


What the Church Needs.—For John 
came unto you in the way of righteous- 
ness, and ye believed him not (Matt. 21: 
32). The bishop wrote to the vicar of 
a country church suggesting that a 
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Invest Them in American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreements 


Here your dollars lead a double life 
of good. They bring you a regular, 
generous, partially tax exempt, guar- 
anteed income — with greater return 
and safety than you could probably 
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translate and distribute the 
Scriptures 
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LISTEN DAILY TO THE 


BACK ron: BIBLE 
BROADCAST 

















AN INTERNATIONAL 
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“quiet day” should be observed. The 
vicar wrote and said: “My lord, in this 
parish we have too many quiet days. 
What we wapt is an earthquake.” The 
need of the church today is the fire of 
John the Baptist—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, 
‘Sunbury, Pa. 

% 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Making Our Church Worshipful 
(Matt. 21:12-16) . 

f4 E YE kind,” said the three-year- 

old, reciting his memory verse to 
the visiting lady. She, in her greater 
knowledge of Scripture, prompted him 
on, “One to—?” His face lighted up. 
“One, two, three!” he announced.! You 
know more of the verse than that. And 
it doesn’t stop with three! Did you 
keep your record on “Be ye kind” this 
week? Be tenderhearted! Be forgiv- 
ing! Did you get up to seven on any 
of them? Up to seventy times seven? 

In today’s story you will see the Lord 
being kind and tenderhearted to those 
in trouble. You will also see Him stern 
and harsh! You will see what He did 
not like in the Lord’s house and what 
He did like there. Would you want His 
stern rebuke, or a smiling word of ap- 
proval? 

It is now the last week of the Lord’s 
life. He and thousands of others have 
come to the Temple in Jerusalem for 
special services. Many have not been 
to God’s house for weeks because they 
live far away. Sin must be forgiven by 
the sacrifice of an animal and prayer. 
Thanks must be given for God’s good- 
ness. Request for God’s help in their 
troubles will be made before Him in 
His house. Yes, they must buy an ani- 
mal first and then worship. But where 
are the animals for sale? In pens out- 
side the city? No, right in the courts 
or yards of the Temple! What noise! 
Quarreling traders, bleating animals! 
What a hullabaloo! You might buy your 
animal and sacrifice it, but how could 
you ever pray? 

We think of the Lord as loving and 
gentle. He is. But that day you would 
have séen the flash of anger in His eye. 
He did not lose His temper—do not mis- 
understand me—He was aroused to a 
holy wrath at such brazen, God-dis- 
honoring money-making in the house 
sacred to prayer and praise and God. 

The animals are being driven out and 
the dealers with them! See Him tip- 
ping over the tables with piles of 
money! Coins rolling in every direc- 
tion. Perhaps men who were cheated 
got fair change back! No one dares to 
stop the man who moves with such de- 
termination. They hear His ringing 





1From the Conqueror. 
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words: “The Bible says, ‘My house 
shall be called the house of prayer,’ but 
you have made it a den of thieves!” 
Confusion for a few minutes. Then 
quiet. 

Now the scene changes. In come the 
blind and lame and those in trouble. 
Many a prayer is answered now, as His 
strength is shown in kindness and tender- 
heartedness. What are the children do- 
ing? Singing asong of praise: “Hosanna 
to the son af David.” The jealous priests 
do not like that kind of noise! They 
dare not stop the children themselves, 
but try to get Jesus to stop them. Not 
He—He loves it! And He quotes from 
their Bible to show that the praise of 
the little ones is perfect in His ears. 

What do you think the Lord likes, 
and does not like, about our church and 
Sunday school? Especially about what 
we boys and girls do in His house? Now 
you have given your ideas, let us check 
for further thoughts from the Bible 
verses our memory posters call to mind: 
first, about worship; second, prayer; 
and we can add the new Memory Verse, 
“My house shall be called the house of 
prayer” (Matt. 21:13). We not only 
worship and pray but listen to the 
Lord’s words to us (poster about Him, 
and others). Will we be obeying them 
as we attend church? 

Your stories for this week: (71) The 
Lord uses a donkey to fulfill Scripture, 
Matthew 21:1-11. (72) Doves and ani- 
mals do not help here, verses 12, 13. 
(73) Children’s songs, verses 14-16. (74) 
A fig tree or a mountain, verses 17-22. 
(75) Two boys at work on Father's 
farm, verses 28-32. (76) The owner's 
son comes, werses 33-41, 43, 45, 46. (77) 
The son’s wedding, 22: 1-14. 

ORONO, MAINE. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 


By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HE Lord Jesus always stood for 

what was right. It made no differ- 
ence to Him if people laughed at Him. 
It did not concern Him if folks hated 
Him. Regardless of what happened or 
of how people felt, the Lord Jesus took 
His stand. He always did that which 
pleased His Father in Heaven. 

It should be understood that there 
were many who had honest doubts 
about the Lord Jesus Christ. Some, like 
Paul, who later became an apostle, 
though they had studied God’s Word 
(the Old Testament, which was all that 
they had), were looking for a great 
ruler. They were expecting a king to 
be their Messiah. Kings, they thought, 
were never born in stables. So, when 
the Lord Jesus came, many people did 
not receive Him as the promised Son 
of God. 

Never once, however, did the jLord 
Jesus do one thing which could cause 
anyone to doubt that He was absolutely 
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sinless. In every case Hg spoke with 
the authority of God Himself. It was 
His. authority that many of the Jews 
hated. 

One time, for example, He had rid- 
den into the city of Jerusalem on an ass. 
The people crowded around Him, cry- 
ing, “Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” They wanted to 
make Him their king. They had seen 
His many miracles and were eager to 
have Him to rule over them. That was 
on the day we know as Palm Sunday. 

When the Lord Jesus got into the 
city, He went at once to the Temple— 
God’s house. He did not go to King 
Herod’s home, the palace. No, He went 
to the place where He loved to teach 
those who wanted to learn more of the 
things of God, 

The Temple was a large place on top 
of a hill. Only the priests were allowed 
inside. But in the big, open court even 
Gentiles were permitted to enter. You 
remember, of course, that in those long- 
ago days, people worshiped God in a 
different way from the way we. worship 
Him. Animals had to be slain on the 
altars in those days. Instead of the 
worshipers bringing animals with them, 
however, they often purchased them 
when they got to the Temple. So the 
custom was for the Jews to sell animals 
and doves right there in the outer court 
of the Temple—God’s house. 

Then, too, there was the custom that 
the only money that could be put into 
the treasury at God’s house was Jewish 
money. Some of the Jews came from 
other countries and did not have the 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 171) 


1. We are still in the division, Pre- 
senting the King in His Passion, but 
have moved into the section, Approach- 
ing His Passion. 

2. Matthew 21:1. 

3. His driving the money-changers 
and sellers of cattle and doves out of 
the Temple (Matt. 21:12, 13). 

4. Because they not only sanctioned 
the practice, but are believed to have 
had personal interest in it. 

5. By asking another question, the an- 
swer to which had direct bearing on 
the question of the priests. 

6. The relation of John and Jesus was 
such that their authority came from the 
same source—God. 

7. The leaders were as much afraid 
of the people (v. 26) as the people were 
of the leaders (John 9:22). 

8. The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32). 

9. The disobedience of the one was 
impulsive, while that of the other was 
deceptive and studied. 

10. It discovered their hypocrisy. 
ELMmMuursrtT, ILL. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


money that was needed. So they would 
change their money at the money- 
changers, getting the kind they needed 
to put into the offering. You may be 
sure that there was much excitement 
in the Temple court. The smelly ani- 
mals raised lots of dust and made loud 
noises; Everyone was trying to buy the 
animals at the lowest possible prices, 
while the sellers were eager to get the 
highest price. Oh, it was a noisy crowd 
of people! 

Into that crowd who should have been 
quietly worshiping the God of Heaven, 
the Lord Jesus went. He cried, “It is 
written, My house shall be called a 
house of prayer: but ye make it a den 
of robbers” (Matt. 21:13, AS.V.). He 


knew the Word of God, of course. That* 


is why ‘He knew that God called His 
house a “house of prayer” (Isa. 56:7). 
Because He was the Son of God, He 
could demand that the selling of ani- 
mals and ‘birds and the changing of 
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money must,stop. Because He was God 
the Son, He upset the tables of the 
money-changers; He ran those out of 
God’s house who were buying and sell- 
ing animals and birds. Oh, He would 
not stand to see God’s house being used 
for anything but the worship of God. 
Nor is He any different today in His 
hatred for those who use God’s house 
for buying and selling. His house is 
to be used to worship the true and liv- 
ing God. And it is important that each 
time we enter our church, the house of 
God, that we worship Him seriously, 
sincerely, and with all our heart. 


LANCASTER, PA. 
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Using the Peep Box 
(Continued from page 169) 


character. Let someone else cut the 
hole in the box, another prepare the 
background. In a few minutes a peep 
box can be completed and everyone 
may see all the steps and know how 
it is-ddne. This can illustrate the les- 
son of the day. Later, it can be taken 
to a sick member by one or two of the 
pupils, if desired. 

When each pupil makes a peep box 
as his own in a class project, be sure 
all the needed materials are on hand 
before you actually begin, for delay 
dulls enthusiasm. Do not devote en- 
tire class periods to project work, but 
rather a portion of several class periods. 
Carry on discussions even while the 
pupils work, such as, “Why is this man 
in a rich robe better for King Solomon 
than this man?” This encourages ob- 
servation, and adds significance and 
meaning to all that is done. 


In one class each pupil made a peep 
box as a home project selecting one of 
the lessons of the quarter and provid- 
ing their own materials. On the last 
Sunday, all the boxes were brought in 
and the one judged best won a prize. 

To make a peep box, get a box from 
a grocery or shoe store or your own 
attic. The size will depend. upon the 
size of the characters used. First cut a 
half-inch hole in the center of one end 
of the box. Next, cut a strip of paper 
the same height as the box and long 
enough to cover the far end of the box 
completely and to reach two or three 
inches along each side. Draw on this 
end paper a simple background scene 
with crayon or chalk, and paste the 
paper into position at the far end of 
the box. This background need not be 
elaborate. For an outdoor scene, simply 
make a few green hills, blue sky, white 
clouds, and perhaps a tree or ‘two. A 
doorway or window is sufficient for a 
house scene. Pillars and hangings set 
the atmosphere for a temple or palace. 
Do make these drawings in proportion 
to the size of your characters. For ex- 
ample, don’t draw a door that appears 











957 


God 

the 
t of 
sell- 
ould 
used 


His 
ouse 
e is 

liv- 
2ach 
e of 
isly, 


the 
the 
yeep 
one 
how 
les- 
ken 
the 


box 
ure 
and 
slay 
en- 
but 
ods. 
the 
nan 
non 
ob- 
and 


eep 
. of 
rid- 
last 


‘om 
wn 
the 


ond 
per 
ong 
0X 
ree 
his 
one 
the 


oly 
ite 








Lesson for March 17 


too small for the characters to get 
through. 

Characters are available from several 
sources. Flannelgraph characters can 
be adapted for peep boxes by pasting 
them on stiff cardboard and adding a 
fold-back base at the bottom so they 
will stand up. The same can be done 
with pictures from old Primary Sunday 
school papers, picture cards, or from 
Scripture calendars. 

After the base of each character has 
been pasted to the floor of the box so 
that. it stands securely in the right place, 
all that remains is to cover the top of 
the box with a single layer of tissue 
paper. ,The outside of the box can be 
left plain or decorated to taste. 

Start today collecting long, narrow 
boxes, cardboard for backing, old Sun- 
day schoo] papers, picture cards, and 
calendars. Dig into old supplies of flan- 
nelgraph characters. It is amazing what 
a little ingenuity, paste, and tissue paper 
can produce. Even teachers enjoy peep 
boxes. 

Boone, Iowa. 


Children at Home 


The. Missionary’s Prayer 
A tue story 
By Lucilda A. Newton 


4¢7TMHAT was a foolish thing for the 

missionary to pray,” thought 
Gigwa as she strolled home from the 
mission school. “Father isn’t going to 
become a Christian. When he sent 
Mabula and me to school, he told us to 
learn to read and write but not to lis- 
ten to the missionary’s preaching. He 
wants us to know how to read and 
write. But he doesn’t want us to be 
Christians. So he will never be a Chris- 
tian no matter how much the mission- 
ary prays for him.” 

As she sat with the others around the 
campfire that night, she told her father 
about it. “Today the missionary prayed 
for you, and for all the other old men 
of the village. He wants you all to be- 
come Christians.” 

Father laughed. Christianity was all 
right for the poor folk who needed the 
missionaries’ help. But he, the head- 
man, didn’t need their help. He didn’t 
need to become a Christian. Why, he 
would have to give up some of his wives 
if he became a Christian! And the 
heathen dances! And the beer drinks! 
So he laughed. ; 

Then quickly he stopped laughing 
and said -to Gigwa and Mabula, “Look 
here, you two, you don’t need the mis- 
sionary’s help either. Don’t you become 
Christians.” 

“Oh, we won't,” they said together. 
They didn’t need the missionary’s help. 

And then one day in school it wasn’t 
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the missionary who was, preaching. 
There was an African visiting from a 
long distance away. He told about the 
Lord Jesus’ loving folk and seeking 
them and dying for them. As Gigwa 
listened, she wanted to know this lov- 
ing Lord Jesus. She wanted the clean 
heart that He had come to give her. 
Perhaps it might be all right to believe 
in Him when an African was preaching. 
He lived far away and couldn’t help 
them. It wouldn’t be as if she were 
believing just to get the missionary to 
help her. Maybe Father wouldn’t mind 
then. 

She and Mabula talked it over at 
noon, because the African visitor was 
preaching again in the afternoon. “Any- 
way,” said Gigwa, “whether Father likes 
it or not, I want to believe in the Lord 


Jesus. I am going to say so this after- 
noon.” 
“Me, too,” said Mabula. 


News travels more quickly than little 
black feet strolling home from school. 
Father had heard about Gigwa and 
Mabula before they got home. And he 
did mind. It didn’t matter to him if 
the preacher was an African er a mis- 
sionary. He wasn’t going to have his 
children become Christians. So there 
was a big stick waiting for them when 
they got home. And afterward, Father 
said, “You can’t go back to that school 
again. I shall send you to a govern- 
ment schoo] far away, where you can 
come home only on Saturdays and Sun- 
days, and where African preachers and 
missionaries do not go.”. 

So off they went to the government 
school. But Father wasn’t always right. 
Missionaries did visit that school. Af- 
rican preachers did come and preach 
there. And Gigwa and Mabula learned 
that a Christian can preach by his life 
as well as with his voice. Saturdays 
and Sundays when they came home 
they helped Father all they could. They 
helped dig the garden. They helped 
go for wood. They helped with the 
cattle. They couldn’t go to church be- 
cause Father wouldn't let them. But 
they didn’t argue. They didn’t cry. 
They just did everything that Father 
and Mother wanted them to do to help. 
Father couldn’t understand them. They 
had never been so helpful before. They 
had never been such good children be- 
fore. 

“What’s the matter with you?” he 
asked them. “What makes you so dif- 
ferent?” 

“It’s Jesus,” said Gigwa, even though 
it might mean another beating. “We 
are Christians now, and Jesus has given 
us clean hearts—hearts that want to do 
right and want to please you and 
Mother.” 

Father watched them every week 
when they came home. And one Sat- 
urday he said, “If you want to go to 
church tomorrow, you can go.” 

How wonderful! They could see their 
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“But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that THAT 
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Find out what the Bible says. This is how: 
*Subscribe for the Prophetic Ensign. Pub- 
lished quarterly, $1.00 a year 
*Get FREE: The first two BIBLE ONLY 
PROPHETIC STUDIES 

1. THE RAPTURE, a study of words. 

2. SIGNS OF THE RESURRECTION, a study 

of events. (Excellent for study groups.) 

You will progress in Bible knowledge as the 
events unfold. 


Just send $1.00 and ask for the Special 
Offer. 


Prophetic Ensign BoxS  Burket, Ind. 
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old school friends and teachers again. 
How happy they were! In church the 
missionary prayed that .same prayer 
again, “O Lord, save the old men of our 
village and the headman.” 

Again as they sat around the camp- 
fire that night, Gigwa told her father, 
“The missionary prayed for you again 
today in the church.” 

“What does he want to do that for? 
Next week I shall go myself and hear 
him pray,” Father answered. 

So next Sunday Gigwa and Mabula 
and Father all sat in the little mud 
church. And the missionary prayed 
again for the old men of the village, 
and for the headman. But Father heard 
more than that. He heard the African 
preacher tell about the Lord Jesus. He 
had really never heard before what the 
Lord Jesus had come to do. He had 
never heard before that all men were 
sinners, and that he himself was a sin- 
ner. Everyone had told him what a 
wonderful headman he was. But this 
African preacher said that everyone, 
yes, even the headman, was a sinner, 
and the Lord Jesus came to seek and 
to save sinners. 

Week after week he went back to 
hear more. And one Sunday he, too, re- 
ceived the Lord Jesus as his Saviour, 
and had his sins washed away. Gigwa 
and Mabula looked and marveled. The 
missionary hadn’t prayed a_ foolish 
prayer after all. Father, the headman, 
was saved. Perhaps the other old men 
of the village would be saved, too. 


Mwanza, T.T., E. AFRIcA. 
ye 


Easter in Your Sunday School 


PRIL 21 will be Easter Sunday this 

year and the intervening days will 
slip by almost before you are aware 
of it. 

Two different Easter services are 
available to help you prepare in your 
school for an interesting and inspiring 
observance of this important day. 
“Doors the Risen Christ Opened,” and 
“The Easter Command,” both by Mary 
Brainerd Smith, each provides respon- 
sive Scripture readings for the entire 
school and for departmental groups; 
recitations for various departments; and 
original Easter hymns set to familiar 
















without the Gospel. 


“EVANGELIZE CHINA” FELLOWSHIP, INC. 


An interdenominational Christian organization, working in the Far 

. . East and Southeast Asia. 
maintains a Bible school, 
_ churches, and orphanages. 
' Your prayers and support are needed especially now for the task of 
helping some of the hundreds of thousands of Chinese orphans who are 
roaming the streets, without homes, without adequate clothing, and 
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Founded in 1947 by Dr. Andrew Gih, it 
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hymn tunes, thus making special re- 
hearsals unnecessary. 


These two Easter services are in con- 
venient four-page folder form, and they 
may be had for your entire schoo] at 35 
cents a dozen, or $2.50 a hundred. Sup- 
plies are limited, so mail your orders 
promptly to avoid disappointment. Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, 
stating which service and the number 
of copies you desire. 


+ 4 
Korean Orphans Need Help 


R. KENNETH SCOTT of the Pres- 
byterian Mission Hospital, Taegu, 
Korea, wrote last November 17: 

A year ago the hospital was strug- 
gling along—badly. It was doing a 
grand work, but against awesome 
handicaps. The burden of hundreds 
of orphans, including the sick orphans 
in our Children’s Hospital with win- 
ter coming on, was unshared except 
by a few. God’s promises alone re- 
mained bright. The hospital staff 
prayed help would come quickly. 

Mr. Ernest Gordon wrote a para- 
graph in THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMeEs 
(Sept. 17, °55) describing our work. 
Scores of people responded. Others 
unknown to us in an unusual way 
came to our aid. Such was God's do- 
ing. We have been most thankful. 
Mrs. Scott, -R.N., writes (Jan. 3): 

I managed to buy a new pair of 
Korean underwear and a pair of socks 
for each of the 200 orphan children. 
We stuffed the socks with candy and 
cookies plus a Christmas card with a 
Scripture verse. Each child is sup- 
posed to memorize his verse and then 
gets a much-needed pair of shoes. | 

There is a great need now for (new) 
boys’ trousers and shirts—such as dun- 
garees and polo or flannel shirts. We 
especially need boys’ pants sizes 10 to 
16 and shirts of the same sizes. Much 
of our relief clothes are so worn they 
just don’t wear long. 

Our friend, Mr. Gordon, has gone 
to be with the Lord or he would help 
through THe SunDAYy ScHoot TIMEs as 
before. 

Address for letters only: Dr. K. M. 
Scott, Presbyterian Mission, Taegu, Ko- 
rea; A.P.O. 59, San Francisco, Calif. 
Address for parcels: Dr. K. M. Scott, 
Presbyterian Mission, Taegu, Korea. 


Wheaton’s Summer School 


FTER the ten-day Inter-Session . 

from June 11 to 21, granting two 
hours of college credit, the 43rd regular 
Wheaton College Summer School of two 
terms follows immediately. 

Located 25 miles west of Chicago, the 
Summer School provides complete 
courses on the home campus, including 
teacher-training, music, literature, and 
languages, as well as graduate study in 
theology. Special courses for pastors 
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and Christian workers are also features 
of the summer program. 

Field ‘sciences are offered for both 
terms at Wheaton’s western campus in 
the Black Hills, S. D., where the col- 
lege maintains a fully equipped science 
station ona 20-acre campus. A special 
three-hour course, “The World About 
Us,” of interest to elementary teachers, 
is offered during the second term, July 
22 to August 15. : 

Persons interested in recreational 
leadership may gain practical experi- 
ence in courses offered on Wheaton’s 
northern campus in the Eagle River 
area of northern Wisconsin. A 160-acre 
recreation camp on Long Lake is op- 
erated for boys and girls aged nine to 
sixteen where practical experience may 
be gained in counseling and in super- 
vising camp activities. 

A “Literary Workshop and Confer- 
ence” will again be offered during the 
Inter-Session period from June 11 
through 14 under the direction of Dr. 
Clyde S. Kilby, with noted authors and 
teachers in charge of seminars. 


Incentives for study are the modern 
air-conditioned library and a beautifully 
shaded campus. Other modern new fa- 
cilities include a chemistry and geology 
building; an attractive dining hall; stu- 
dent union building, and a gymnasium. 
Planned tours and group activities offer 
week-end relaxation and include ex- 
cursions to nearby Chicagoland’s his- 
torical and cultural] sites. Golf, tennis, 
softball, and swimming are available. 

The regular summer session of 
Wheaton Collegey Wheaton, IIL, consists 
of two four-week terms beginning June 
22 and July 20 which grant a maximum 
of five semester credit hours per term. 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Chuma Finds a Baby. By Charlies Lud- 
wig. (Scripture Press, Wheaton, Il, 
$1.25.) And such a baby! Tiny, thin, and 
curled up in a black cooking pot, a 
thrown-away twin boy. Because Chuma 
was a follower of Jesus, she decided to 
keep the wee mite. But, how could he 
be fed and slept, wondered the girl’s 
chum, Limoni. And, especially, how 
would they hide him from Chuma’s 
witch doctor father? Chuma was sure 
though that, as they prayed, Jesus would 


, Show them ‘step by step what to do. 


And He did show them. Missionary 
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Wilsoni supplied a bottle and some milk. 
And Limoni helped in the daily care. 
But there were many narrow escapes 
and the way was far from easy. Then 
Chuma’s father declared the time had 
come to knock out the front teeth of his 
little girl, according to the custom of 
their people. How Chuma was saved 
from this cruelty, and how she was able 
at length to restore the tiny twin to 
its mother, is a precious testimony to 
the power released by true faith in the 
Lord Jesus. 


The Kingdom Without God. By Ger- 
ald Heard, Edmund Opitz, and others, 
$2.50, paper; $3.50, cloth; and Thé Powers 
That Be. By Edmund Opitz, $1.50, paper; 
$2.50, cloth. (Foundation for Social Re- 
search, Los Angeles 17.) The subtitles 
of these two books accurately describe 
the contents of each volume—‘Road’s 
End for the Social] Gospel”; and, “Case 
Studies of the Church in Politics.” The 
writers indict modern Liberalism in 
general and the National Council of 
Churches in particular for liberty-de- 
stroying pronouncements and activities. 
There are many quotations from letters, 
speeches, and books. If enlightenment 
is desired on the social and political 
philosophy of the Ecumenical Move- 
ment, these volumes will certainly help. 
Unfortunately there is little documenta- 
tion and no bibliography—musts in doc- 
umentary warfare—and these defects 
should be remedied in any further re- 
leases. 

One. reads the following statement 
from John C. Bennett (“The Kingdom 
Without God,” p. 22f) only with a heavy 
heart: “There may be some value in 


reflecting on the fact that I have no’ 


expectation of changing your thought 
and that you probably feel the same 
about me.” Jeremiah’s message, too, 
fell on deaf ears. 


1500 Themes for Series Preaching. By 
William Goulooze. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) Following 
a few introductory pages on how to 
build a series of sermons, the author 
presents thirteen chapters of themes for 
suggested series of sermons, dealing with 
such themes as “Words,” “Ideas,” “Chap- 
ters,” “Books,” “Doctrines,” “Life of 
Christ,” and series for special seasons 
and occasions. The number of sermons 
suggested for each series varies from 
four to ten. First the theme for the 
entire series is given; then separate 
topics for each sermon, with a sug- 
gested text (a basic statement from the 
Scriptures) to support the proposition. 
For example, in the chapter entitled 
“Word Connected Series,” the author 
suggests for one of the main themes: 
“Spiritual Giving.” The separate ser- 
mon topics are: 1. “Cheerful Giving” 
(2 Cor. 9:7); 2. “Systematic Giving” (1 
Cor. 16:2); 3. “Personal Giving” (Luke 
6:38); 4. “Devotional Giving” (Luke 18: 
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JEHOVAH 
JIREH! 


_—_—— 


So Abraham named the place where 
God stayed his hand and provided a 
lamb for the sacrifice instead of his 
son Isaac—**The Lord will provide.”’ 


And almost a thousand years later 
David declared, “Thou , preparest a 
table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies.” 


Today, we of The American Board 
of Missions to the Jews humbly and 
wholeheartedly thank God for His 
unfailing providence as our 62nd An- 
nual Report is presented. The table 
that is spread before us each day 
is a plentiful one, but far transcending 
the merciful and ample supply is the 
fact that it is our Lord Hheacelt who 


prepares the table. 


As we scan the Annual Report, we 
ask in wonder, “‘How is all this pos- 
sible?” Brethren, there is only one 
reason—He who even in the very 
midst of enemies supplies our ever 
need. Jehovah Jireh— the Lord will 
provide. Without fanfare or drive He 
tenderly provides our necessities. We 
simply carry out the task He has 

iven us. How we thank God for 
imself! 


The table He has pre is sur- 
rounded by faithful Christian friends 
who “a & support the work with 
their prayers and sacrificial giving. 


And there is another marvelous 
for vision which our Lord has spread 

fore us in the group of consecrated 
businessmen’ who serve on our Board 
of Directors often to the neglect of per- 
sonal affairs of pressing importance. 


But even this is not all. There are 
the missionary workers laboring in the 
vineyard day in and day out truly in 
the presence of enemies, for Jewish 
mission work is not an easy task. 


If you are led to share in this work 
with your prayers and gifts, let us 
send you the Annual R t Number 
of our magazine THE CHOSEN 
PEOPLE. Fill in the coupon and 
mail today. 


236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 

New York 23, N. Y. 

Canadian Office: 

39'King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada 
God bless pus efforts to Dp ny the Jews. 


Please send me a co Annual 
Number of THE CH EN PEOPLE, 


Name 





Address 
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22-25). In the chapter, “Doctrinal 
Series,” one of the themes is “Seeking 
Salvation,” and the separate topics are: 
“Believe,” “Confess,” “Receive,” “Re- 
pent,” “Rejoice,” with a suggested text 
for each one. In the division, “Chap- 
ter Connected Series,” the sermons are 
based on the same chapter of the Word: 
“Our Possessions With God” (Rom. 5); 
the separate topics being 1. “Peace (v. 
1); 2. “Salvation” (v. 9); 3. “Grace” (v. 
15); 4. “Eternal Life” (v. 21). ‘ 


There is in this volume a great vari- 
ety of ideas in condensed form. It is 
all purely suggestive, no space being 
given to exegesis, analysis, or exposi- 
tion. The entire treatment is textual 
throughout. However, in many cases 
several topics and Scriptures could be 
combined to produce a good topical 
sermon, and a series in one chapter 
would suggest an expository sermon. 
Those who make extensive use of this 
type of material will find a great deal 
of assistance in these pages, and the 
book should be useful to men and 
women -who are called upon to give 
brief devotional talks here and there. 
Those who prefer to be original will 
find many provocative statements and 
suggestions. The work is evangelical 
and practical, though in a few cases 
the texts do not seem to be too well 
chosen. 

ve 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


—— 


Sunday, March 17 


2. Become a True. Disciple 
(Mark 8:34-38; 2 Cor. 5:17) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian* Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HIS topic, the second in the series 

“*Advanced Practice’ for Christians,” 
is closely related to the one we con- 
sidered on January 13, “Learn To Work 
With God.” We saw then that, in order 
to work with God, we must yield our- 
selves to His will and follow Him and 
do His will, or, as the first Scripture 
portion chosen for this week puts it, 
we must “deny” ourselves—our own 
will, our own plans, and our own way 
—and we must follow Christ by walking 
in His steps and listening to His voice 
and doing what He wants of us in the 
way that He shows us. This, essentially, 
is being a disciple, for a disciple is lit- 
erally a learner and follower of a 
teacher, 

b4 


Sometimes a distinction is made be- 
tween a “disciple” and a “believer.” In 
fact, James in dealing with the question 
of faith and works makes the point that 
demons “believe” in God and tremble 
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(Jas. 2:19). They are convinced that 
there is a God and they are well aware 
of His power, but they do not love Him 
or willingly obey Him. Just so, among 
men, there may be a mental assent to 
a truth without having it affect their 
lives and deeds. You may accept the 
fact that an airplane can carry you 
through the atmosphere from one place 
to another, and yet you may never trust 
yourself to one. 


However, in the spiritual realm, it 
is a doubtful faith and certainly not 
one to be proud of that claims to be- 
lieve in God and yet refuses to accept 
what He says about His Son (John 6: 
29), or refuses to accept His Son as 
Saviour and Lord. 


we 


One great truth should be made clear. 
We can never be a true disciple of 
Christ until] we have seen our own lost 
and helpless condition apart from Him, 
and our inability to help ourselves, and 
until we have accepted by faith His sac- 
rifice for our sin, and experienced His 
cleansing and forgiveness. This is the 
first step in becoming a true disciple, 
and other steps are absolutely depend- 
ent upon this one. 

4 

In the experience of many, the accept- 
ance of Christ as personal Saviour is 
accompanied by the acceptance of Him 
as Lord and Master of the life. This is 
the normal Christian experience. How- 
ever, there are some who do not see 
or understand at first that Christ not 
only offers to save from the penalty of 
sin but also to keep from sin’s power 
and domination. Therefore, they strug- 
gle along for a time, truly saved, but 
trying to walk in their own strength 
and experiencing no lasting victory over 
sin’s power. Then, one day, they realize 
that Christ wants them to yield them- 
selves completely to Him and to trust 
Him for the victory that they have been 
unable to gain by their own struggling. 
This is the truth contained in the Lord’s 
words to His disciples regarding the 
denying of self—self-will, self-plans and 
ambitions, and self-strength—and taking 
up the cross of death to self (Mark 
8:34). 

we 


Here again, true discipleship is abso- 
lutely impossible apart from this step. 
As long as we insist upon doing our 
own will, even for a part of the time, 
or relying upon our own strength, we 
cannot follow Christ except in a most 
uncertain manner and with many devi- 
ations from the path He has marked out 
for us. It has been well said tha if 
Christ is not Lord of all, He is not Lord 
at all. Romans 12:1, 2 calls for the 
yielding to Him of our “bodies”—all our 
faculties—and names such a yielding as 
a condition to the transformation of the 
life and the renewing of the mind, 
whereby we-may know what is the 
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“good, and acceptable, and perfect will 
of God” (v. 2). j 
ye 

We deceive ourselves when we hope 
or strive to be a true disciple of Christ 
without knowing what His will is for 
us. Therefore, the regular reading of 
the Scriptures and a daily time of 
prayer for direction and guidance and 
instruction and correction are absolute 
essentials to true discipleship. How in- 
consistent it is to say that we want to 
know and do God’s will, and yet give 
little or no time to Him in which to tell 
us what His will is! 


3 

True discipleship demands persever- 
ance. Little progress is made when we 
follow Him zealously today and _ indif- 
ferently tomorrow. He asks us to count 
the cost (Luke 14:27, 28; Phil. 3:8, 9) 
at the very beginning of our Christian 
life, and then to stick to the job. pa- 
tiently and persistently (Heb. 12:1, 2), 
keeping our eyes fixed upon Him who 
is the perfect pattern for our disciple- 
ship and the designer and source of 
power for it. 

4 ‘ 

And true discipleship does cost. It 
costs in self-discipline (Phil. 2:5-8). It 
costs in that it requires that we put 
Christ first, even before family and 
loved ones (Luke 14:26), and even be- 
fore our own desires. It costs some- 
times in misunderstanding and some- 
times in persecution (Mark 8:38; Matt. 
5:11, 12). But it also offers great re- 
wards. Some of these will be found in 
the joy of bringing others to know and 
love Him, and in seéing them progress 
in the Christian way. But the real and 
most satisfying reward will be our 
Lord’s “Well done, good and faithful 
servant.” The joy of pleasing and 
meriting the commendation of the One 
we love cannot be compared with the 
price He paid for our redemption, and 
it will infinitely more than repay for 
anything that discipleship under Him 
may have cost us. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


w 
For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 11 to 17 


Mon., Mar. 11.—John 8:46-58. 
Jesus Declares His Deity. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Before Abraham 
was, I am.” The Lord on several occa- 
sions announced His deity. These nu- 
merous declarations and His divine 
words and works and particularly His 
resurrection from the dead and ascen- 
sion to Heayen attest His deity. He ’ 
that confesseth that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God, co-equal with the Father, 
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and accepts His authoritativeness as 
such ‘absolutely, does so by the Spirit of 
God, and is a believer in truth. Do 
you subscribe to the witness of John 
as given in the early and closing verses 
of his Gospel and First Epistle? Pray 
for the (HCJB) World Radio Missionary 
Fellowship, Inc., Talcottville, Conn, 


Tues., Mar. 12.—Matthew 21:12-17. 
Money-Changers. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus . . . Over- 
threw the tables of the moneychangers.” 
Christ is against all who seek to make 
profit out of holy enterprises. It is a 
most serious offense to seek to make a 
gain of godliness. God is greatly dis- 
pleased with all who love “filthy lucre.” 
Peter has a mighty stricture against 
those who “make merchandise” of God’s 
cause, Lovers of money, especially 
from religious work, when multiplied 
throughout the world indicate the end 

time. Pray against covetousness. 


Wed., Mar. 13.—Matthew 21:18-22. 
A Withered‘ Fig Tree. 


Prayer Succestions: “When he saw a 
fig tree in the way, he came to it, and 
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found nothing thereon, but leaves only.” 
Fruitless professors are in a dangerous 
position. Our Lord has a stunning word 
to say in John 15 about no fruit. How 
about your life? Is the Lord finding in 
you and your work ‘the “fruit of the 
Spirit’? (Gal. 5:22-24.) Pray -for the 
Sudan Interior Mission, New York City. 


Thurs., Mar. 14.—Matthew 21:33-43. 
The Head of the Cerner. 


PRAYER SucceEsTions: “The stone which 
the builders rejected, the same is be- 
come the head of the corner.” Nothing 
man can do can prevent the ultimate 
triumph of Christ. He is a “stone of 
stumbling” still to many, but He shall 
yet be exalted to His rightful place of 
honor and glory. Christ is still set at 
nought by many builders. By preaching 
philosophy a minister can, and often 
does, set divine wisdom aside for the 
wisdom of words. “Headucation” can be- 
come a wicked rival of divine revela- 
tion. Pray for local pastors. 


Fri., Mar. 15.—Matthew 22:15-22. 
For Caesar or for God? 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Render unto 
Cesar .. . Cesar’s;... unto God... 
God’s.” A catch question put to Christ 


gives the world a principle of service 
governing their responsibility to God and 
government. Thus Christ honored citi- 
zenship and glorified true worship. All 
who obey Christ will be good citizens 
and good worshipers. Those who live 
in the Word are the most likely to bring 
their life into conformity with God's 
Word. Pray for the Spanish Christian 
Mission, Toronto, Can. 


Sat., Mar. 16.—Matthew 22:23-33. 
Teaching With Authority. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They were as- 
tonished at his doctrine.” We all have 
to choose between the words of men and 
the words of God. Men are of so many 
different opinions that it is impossible 
to find solid ground where there are 
no shifting opinions. The only one who 
has the right to command our obedience 
is God. If we have no revelation from 
God, then all we have left is the di- 
verse opinions of fallible man. Thank 
God for His glorious revelation. Pray 
for more hunger for it. 


om, Mar. 17.—Matthew 22:41-46. 
“Whose Son Is He?” 


PRAYER SuccEestTions: “What think ye 
of Christ? whose son is he?” Your 
answer to this question decides your 
destiny. Only those who believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God in the 
sense the Gospel sets it forth have eter- 
nal life. And that word “believeth” is 
a verb in the continuous tense. It is 
the kind of faith that works by love. 
It is a belief of the heart as well as of 
the head (Rom. 10:9-11). Do you con- 
fess Jesus as Lord? (See John 1 and 
Heb. 1.) Pray for the Spanish American 
Bible Mission, Inc., Las Vegas, N. Mex. 
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Here are new illustra- 
tions for all occasions 
and all types of mes- 
sages — sermons, de- 
votional talks, Sunday 
school lessons. etc. 
Illustrations, arranged 
by subject. cover such 
topics as: Resurrec- 
tion, the Bible. God 
the Father. Thanksgiv- 
ing. Christ, Conver- 
sion. Prayer, Tempta- 
tion and many others. 


Oversized book with 
224 double-column 
pages. $2.95 
Until December 31, 1957, 
only $2.45 — a saving 
of 50cI 


SAVE 507 
by — 
Dec. 31, 1957 


A Zondervan Publication 
ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER 














When answering advertisements please 
mention THe SunpAay ScHooL TIMES. 





Director 
(FOUNDED 1937) 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL, Inc. 
BOX 682, G.P.O., NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 














HUNGARIAN 
REFUGEE 
FUND 


Vienna, December 31, 1956 


We, the undersigned, wish to state our approval 
and recognition of the interdenominational Protes- 
tant ministry achieved by the Rev. Douglas G. 
Stewart, Director of the European Evangelistic 
Crusade (Evangelische Europa Mission), among 
the: many thousands of Hungarian refugees who fled 
into Austria. He and his missionaries have per- 
formed a most definite and invaluable service for 
the cause of: Christ among these homeless and desti- 
tute people. This Christian ministry has been 
evidenced in the following manner: 


$60,000 worth of food, clothing, and Christian 
literature, has been and is being distributed among 
needy Protestant refugees in Austria and suffering 
Protestants in Hungary. The spiritual needs of the 
refugees have been met, in that the Rev. Douglas 
Stewart has been responsible for the printing of 
100,000 Gospels ot St. John, 10,000 New Testa- 
ments, and 200,000 tracts ig the Hungarian lan- 
guage. This purchasing and distribution of Scripture 
portions has been vitally important as present sup- 
plies of Bibles have been exhausted. 


Besides this, the” Rev. Mr. Stewart has com- 
pleted and paid for a Hungarian hymnbook (with 
music) with fifty of the best Protestant Hungarian 
hymns, taken trom the Hungarian Retormed, 
Lutheran, and Baptist hymnbooks. 


In closing we wish to emphasize that a definite 
work has been accomplished by the Rev. Douglas 
Stewart and his Mission in that they have laid a very 
important groundwork for future spiritual and 
physical aid among the Hungarian refugees. 


Last, but most important of all, the Rev. 
Douglas Stewart has been instrumental in rescuing 
individuals and families out of Hungary into the 
treedom of the West, at great personal risk to his 
own life. . 


Prof. D. Trombitas, Professor of Theology, 
* Presbyterian Church, Vienna, Austria 

Prot.. Dr. G. Entz, Protessor of Theology, 
Lutheran Church, Vienna, Austria 

Dr. S. Haraszti, Vice Principal Baptist Semin- 
ary, Budapest, Hungary 

Karl Zedlacker, Director of Austrian Y.M.C.A., 
and Member International Y.M.C.A. 

Helmut J. Goldschmidt, Protestant layman and 
journalist, Vienna, Austria 








Copyright, 1957. Used by aes of the Rev. Douglas’Stewart 
Hungarian refugee mother and her two children devouring their first meal in 
the freedom of the West after making their flight from Communist tyranny. 


The Foreign Service of the 
United States of America 


Vienna, Austria, January 8, 1957 
To Whom It May Concern: 


This is to certify that I have personally observea 
and come in contact with the activities of the Rev. 
Douglas Stewart among 
Hungarian refugees. I 
have been very pleased 
to note that his work 
places its main, emphasis 
on the spiritual needs of 
the Hungarians. 


The Rev. Mr. Stew- 
art’s missionaries have 
held evangelical meetings 
wherever possible in the 
camps, and have distrib- 

. uted, in addition to’ ma- 
terial aid, hundreds of thousands of Bibles, New 
Testaments, hymnbooks, and tracts, in Hungarian, 
to the refugees. 





Please address all correspondence and gifts to: 


HUNGARIAN REFUGEE FUND 
Rev. Douglas G. ate F.R.G.S. 


EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 


(Member Mission I.F.M.A.) 


Dear Sir: With a glad and willing heart I am enclosing 


Dicecenninoens to help alleviate the physical and spiritual 
needs of the Hungarian refugees. 
REE eee es Se 

| Street 


rector for North America 


| 
| 
| 
| 811 Westview Street, Dept. S, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 
| 
| 


Board of Directors 


Dr. George A. Palmer 
President 


Mr. Thornley B. Wood 
Vice President 


| 
| Mr. Earle B. Daum 
| 


a 


Dr. Ralph S. Wright 
Dr. Lehman Strauss 
Rev. Douglas G. Stewart 
Miss Ethel O. Moote 


Reference Council 


Rev. Paul E. Billheimer 
| Rev. George T. B. Davis 
Rev. John P. Forsyth 

Dr. J. H. Hunter 
Rev. C..H. C. Jackson 
Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. 
Dr. Herbert Lockyer 
Dr. James McGinley 
. F. J. Miles 
Dr. Palmer Muntz 
Dr. J. Winslow Smith 
| Rev. Howard Sugden 
Dr. Louis T. Talbot 


The great disillusionment which has followed 
the years of Communist indoctrination is greatest 
among the Hungarians who were idealistic Com- 
munists. The Rev. Douglas Stewart's work has 
been directed towdhd filling that vacuum with spirit- 
ual values in the lives of these people. The rieed 
is great and I am glad that the Rev. Mr. Stewart 
and his co-workers have done so much toward 
filling that need. 

David S. Lusby, 
Vice Consul of the Embassy of the United States 
of America 





From the very first day that the Hungarian ret- 
ugees began to stream across the frontier, the mis- 
stonaries of the European Evangelistic Crusade 
have been giving physical and spiritual aid to these 
hungry and homeless people. 

I have supervised, and am personally supervising 
our reliet ministry to the Hungarian refugees. I have 
seen their appalling physical need as well as their 
need for the comfort of God’s Word and the mes- 
sage of salvation in this their tragic hour; and since 
1 speak the Hungarian language I am able to gain 
their confidence and to work more closely with them. 

The EEC is continuing to send physical and 
spiritual aid to the Hungarian refugees who still 
continue to escape into Austria daily. HELP 
THESE COURAGEOUS PEOPLE NOW 
IN THEIR HOUR OF DESPERATE NEED. 
These are moments of crisis and momentous change, 
afd we cannot wait to help the thousands who are 
suddenly homeless, sick, hungry, and comfortless. 


THEY NEED YOUR HELP NOW! 


As God directs and touches your heart, 
please send $1, $5, $10, or $100; but send 
it today and mark it “Hungarian refugees.” 
WE NEED YOUR PRAYERS AND WE 
— NEED YOUR SUPPORT 


Yours on behalf of the Hungarian refugees, 


fas G Sasa 


Director for North America 
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